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SES 
PRIVILEGE OF THZ COMMONS TO IMPRISON ENG- 
LISH MEN. 
a 
Turis great question has reverted, at last, to a mere ques- 
tien of right and wrong, ia spite of those who would have 
settled it with precedents and big words. We were told at 
first, that there was no question about the matter——that 
the privilege claimed by the Commons had always been an 
uadisputed right—and that every hody who said the con- 
trary was a factious demagogue. The falsehood of these 
assertions was soon made manifest by the very precedents 
We were then desired to 





that were sought to support: it. 
believe that the discretion of the House of Commods was 
the law of the lands; but this impolitic piece of insolence— 
this betrayed * seeret of the prison-house”’—met with no- 
thing but contempt; and it was found, that disztise and not 
avowal was necessary to make converts to usurpation: At 
last, these patriotic logicians resorted to their old argument, 
and we were requested to lovk at Sir Fraycts Boanerr 
aud ask ourselves how we could expect any good from a 
man of such * bad motives.” This argument, which is so 
cininently serviceable to the Ministers against their place- 
hunting opponents, becomes nothing but a confession of 
imbecility and alarm when directed against an individual of 
excellent private character and the sworn fae of corruption. 
It may have effect on a few country-gentlemen and ethers, 
who turn every mob into a revolution, but it isonly laugh- 
able in such an effect, and every way contemptible out of 
the mouths of the English Ministers. When bad motives 
are urged against Sir Francis, nothing but the suspicien of 
base minds can warrant them; but when it is the placemen 
and pensioners—the reversionists and possessors of five of- 
fices—the oppressors of Ireland—the death-dealers of Wa!- 
cheren—who urge them—the charge drops like an arrow 
from a broken bow and wastes it’s point upon the feet of 
i's aimers.—The defenders of Discretionary Imprisonment 
‘iw that this argument would not do; and in their extre- 
Prion, resvlved to try the effect of an appeal to the con- 
rrr wey gent 
carried the Ministers alt over th id ; -etlcracs ic 
daed ates sates a oa » and exposed them as 
regarded the late nics dh aah star Sopenb ine 
said the Ministers, « do “7 at eee bead 
tcainst opptession, wish ‘to-take. a ecait Ue 
from the House of Commens of bas eee 

; us add le the power of 
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the Crown 2” There is some art in this appeal: let us 
just tench upon it, and see whether it is solid or not. The 
inflaence of the Crown, we Know, ‘** has increased, is in- 
creasing, and ought to be diminished.” This is a maxim 
allowed by e¥@ry body bat the rankest courtiers; but in 
whose hands is this influence at present? Through what 
medium does it pass? By whom is it used and abused, in 
every possible manner, to the detriment of the British Con- 
stitution? Why, by the very men—the Ministers—the Sine- 
curists—the No Popery men—the oppressors of Ireland and 
the death-dealers of Walcheren, who now dare to make this 
insolent appeal to the British nation.—But how has this 
influence been acquired and eXtended? Certainly, not by 
the loss of any privilege on the part of the House of 
Commons. It has grown‘up and dilated to it’s enormous 
sige, in the face of all their privileges, and has been as 
little resisted in their presence, as it would have been in 
their absence. In fact, how did, or how could, the 
power of imprisoning Englishmen oppose the increase of 
royal patronage, the unconstitutioaal introduction of fo- 
reign troops, and the most pernicious favouritism? If 
this power bg given up, will royal influence then be ne- 
cessarily increased? Or if be retained, will the influence 
be necessarily diminished * Not a jot of it. The imabi- 
lity to imprison Englishmen, ‘on the part of the House of 
Commons, can throw no contrary ability into the hands of 
the King; and the people, from an ‘imaginary fear of 
usurpation on the side ef the Crown, are net to be ta- 
joled into an usurpation on that of the Commons, Iu 
past times, the people acquiesced, it Is true, in the as- 
sumed privilege in question ; they thought it was for their 
interest todo so;. but they should have considered, and they 
wow ought to consider, that a blow given to the Consti- 
tution is equally wrong in itself, and equally dangerous ‘to 
themselves in the end, from what hand soever it may 
come—whetlier from King, Lords, or Commons. A true 
Englishman wishes to see no encroachment, no batefal 
exuberance in any of the three branches of the legisla- 
ture: he knows very well, that eich of them is capable 
of encroachment—that a House of Communs is ag capa- 
ble of oligarchical tyranny, a5 a Houss of Lords is of aris- 
tocratical and a King of despotic tyranny—and that the 
Constitution saw and provided for this natural teudency of 
all human power by that reciprocal controulmeut of the 
three estates, which has been the admiration of the 
world, When a cry, therefore, is “raised” Against Sir 
Feancis Burvert for opposing the encroachments of the 
House of Commons—when his enemies affect to cry out 
with a shudder-——Now his “ bad motives” are apparent — 
and Now it is impossible to give him credit—what'do they 
mean by the word Now? -Do they mean fu ‘say, “that 
wheo he bad the “* bad motives” against the King, of 
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which they used to accuse him, he wa not equally culpa- 
ble? Ordo they mean to say, that their former accusa- 
tions had no real ground? Or do they mean to say, 
that they have not used this word Now and the very 
same accusation of * bad motives,” whenever Sir Francis 
corruptions which 
Had Sir 
Francis confined his opposition to the inflaence of the 
Crown, he woald have done but a part of his duty, and 


exposed any of those notorious 


equally tend to ruin King and Parliament? 


his motives might reasonably have been called in question, 


but when he opposes, with equal energy, the influence of 


a set of borough-mongers who have contrived to identify 
themselves with Parliament, it s then he shews himself a 
Patriot at all points, caring not for names but for things, 
and prepared lo resist encroachment wherever it appears. 
The appeal to a popular feeling in behalf of the House of 
Commons, exhibits a face of seven-fold brass, when we 
cousider from what a House it comes. Hitherto, for the 
sake of argument, and in order to try the present question 
upon first principles, the House of Commons has been al- 
lowed to be what il’s name implies and what it ought to 
be :—but there is a limit to this allowance, aud when the 
People are desired to stand by the House of Commons for 
it's own sake against the c+ arge of Sir Frawncis’s, we must 
The 
House of Commons is notoriously corrupted and turned 
aside from it’s constitutional principle :——statements, pre- 
scnted to the House—siatements, undenied and undeniable, 
have proved, that the majority of it’s Members are return- 
ed not by the People but by a set of Courtiers and Bo- 
rough-mongers, who usurp the People’s rights:—a Peti- 
tion, presented to the same Heuse, and equally unde- 
nied and undeniable, offered to prove at the bar, 
that Seats in that House are bought and sold as noto- 
risusly as cattle in a market :—nay, this fact has not 
only been proved in the Commons, but has been defended 
dy the Commons; the buyers and sellers, including the 
present Prime Mimister, were publicly defended, and screen- 
ed from punishinent, by the very Assembly that now talks 
ef it’s dignity and it’s defamers; and Mr. Asnorr, the 


look at things as they are, not as they ought to be. 


Speaker, whe commits Sir Faawces Bunvers to prison for 
what is called a scandalous libci on the House, deneunced 
this parliamentary corruption as ‘* a practice, the very 
mention of which would have startled our ancestors,—- 


AMINER. 


—<— 
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power—or by the ** bad motives” of thos¢ who would 
have reformed it? No: it became so in the full posses. 
sion of it’s privileges and power, by it’s own corruptioa— 
by a succession of stupid wars that served only to éxtend 
a corrupt influence—by the usurpation of the freedom of 
election—by the political profligacy of such men as 
The 
names of such mv@n—of such Miuisters—of such digni- 


Canninc, Casriereaca, and Percevar. very 


fied avcusers—are enough to sickea and suffucate one. 

The more I hear, read, think, and see, the more firmly 
am I persuaded that the House of Commons, whatever 
sort of House it may be, has no right of its own discretion 
to imprison any body on auy account, or even to interfere 
with any one unless he obstruct their immediate pro- 
ceedings. It is mere talking to say, that if the House 
had not this privilege, it could not command even the 
attendance of a witness. - It could conunand the attend- 
ance of any body—not indeed by it's own warrant, for 
why should it, any more than the rest of the legislature ? 
—but hy the united warrant of the legislature, which can 
make and enforce laws in it’s united character only, and 
If the 


is to make it’s own privileges and set them above the 


not in it’s individual branches. louse of Commons 
law, why may not the House ef Lords,—why may not the 
Crown? And if this discretionary clevation of privilege 


above the law is to take place, we have a right, 
considering how the House has been depraved from it’s 
original principle, to expect it’s depravation to increase 
regularly with the adversity of the times, and our liberties 
can look for no quarter whenever it shall please the House 
to decreé their annihilation. Among the authorilics 
quoted on’the present question, I have not yet seen the 
illustrious name of Servex, who had more learning and 
research than all of them put together. Hear what le 
says :—‘* The Parliament-imen are 4s great princes as any 
in the world, when whatsoever they please is privilege of 
Parliament. No man must know the number of their 
privileges, and whatsoever they dislike is breach of pri- 
vilege. The Duke of Venice is no more than Speaker 
of the House of Commons; but the Senate at Venice 
Pasliament-men, nor hase 
they that power over the people, who (the Senate) 
yet exercise the greatest tyranny that is any where. 


in plain truth, breach of privilege is only the actual 


are not so much as our 


a practice, which had Jately been ackoowledged and taking away @ @ Membcr of the House; the rest are 


avowed in that House, and which was calculated to 


offences against the House.” Aad again:—** The 


bring a stigma and @isgrace upon the House, greater | Parliament party, if the iaw be for them, they call for 
than any that was ever known since a Parliament | the law; if it be against them, they will go toa Parlia- 
existed. in this country.—(Speech on Mr. Curwen’s mentary way; if the law be forthem, thea for law again, 


bili—June Ist, 1809.)—Now tow did the Commons 
become such a House? How came it to be a 
Mouse totally different from what it ought to be, the 
tool-shop of the Ministers, the market of English Jiber- 
berties, an awembly condemned By it’s own actions and 
stigmatized by it's own Speaker? Did it become so by 


the leg of it’s privileges—by the want of evastitutional } that the Lords and Commons bave always taken care 


like hiw that first called for sack to heat him, then small 
drink fo cool his sack, then sack again te heat his small 
drink, &e.—(Table Talk, p. 81, 82.—1716.)—All this 
applies exactly to the present time, and shews the lax feel- 
ings, with which such privileges were practised by the 
Parliament and tolerated by the people. It is notorious, 
















ty resist each other in their attempts to make a law of 
their diseretion: the only obnoxious party, who is not to 


be allowed a voice op the occasion, is the people, for 


whom all the laws were made. But what have the 


House of Commons obfained in behalf of their dignity, 
which they set so highly above the law? Sir Francis has 
siven the Speaker fermal notice of an action against him 
and his officers for unlawful arrest, and thus the question at 
last comes befure, and must be settled by, the very Courts of 
Law which the House affected to set aside. In the mean time, 
in order to shew the good and popular use they make of 
any powers against corrupt influence, the Commons, in 
two succeeding nights of the past week, have dismissed two 
metions for the public good—the one for a proper censure 
oa the Ordnance Office for not demanding securities 
of Mr. Hunt, who has had time to abscond,—and the 
other for an inquiry into the Protestant Tythes ia Ireland, 
which are so grievously exacted from the oppressed people, 
to the great delight of the Ministers, and the stul greater 


of BonapaRrre. 

cz 
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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


FRANCE, 

The Paris Papers are filled with accounts of the mar- 
riage of, the French Emperor, and the consequent rejoic- 
mgs. The civil marriage took place at St. Cloud, on the 
Ist of April; the public entry inte Paris, and the religious 
warriage ceremony followed on the next day. Previously 
to the public entry, the weather had been yery unpropi- 
tious, but on the firing of the cannon, the clouds dispersed, 
and a serene sky and brilliant sunshine enabled the Pari- 
sians to enjoy the pageantry, illuminations, &c. &c. which 
continued during the whole week.—At the civil marriage 
ceremony, their Imperial Majesties having taken their 
seals on the Throne, the Princes and Princesses ranged 
themselves in the following order :— 

‘“* To the right of the Emperor, Madame; Prince Louis 
Napoleon, King of Holland; Prince Jerome Napoleon, King 
of Westphalia; Prince Borghese, Duke of Guastalla; Prince 
Jeachim Napoleon, King of Naples; Prince Eugene, Viceroy 
of Italy; the Prince Arch-Chancellor; the Prince Vice-Grand 
Elector.—To the left of the Empress, the Priacess Julia, Queen 
of Spain; the Princess Hortensia, Queen of Holland; the 
Princess Catherine, Queen of Westphalia; the Priucess Eliza, 
Grand Duchess of Tuscany; the Princess Paulina; the Prin- 
cess Careline, Queen of Naples; the Grand Duke of Wurtz- 
burg; the Princess Augusta, Vice-Qacen of Italy; the Prio- 
cess Stephanie, Hereditary Grand Duchess of Baden; the He- 
reditary Grant Duke of Baden; the Prince Arch-T reasurer ; 
the Prince Vice-Constable. 

The grand functionaries, military officers, &. &c. having 
then arranged themselves in due order, the marriage cere- 
mony was performed by the Prince Arch-Chancellor ask- 
ing the Emperor and the Princess Louisa their consent to 
the marriage, which being given, he announced that they 
Were united in marriage, 


RELIGIOUS CEREMONY OF THE MARRIAGE. 

In the chapel .of the Louyre, where the ceremony was 
performed, an estrade, surmounted by a cayopy, was 
erected in front of the altar. At the distance of thirsty feet 
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from the altar was placed two chairs of state, wifh a pray- 
ing desk, fur their Imperial Majesties, In two chandeliers 
close to the altar were put two large wax-candles, each of 
them incrusting twenty pieces of gold. A basdn, contaia- 
ing thirty pieces of gold and the marriage ring, was laid on 
the altar. At the bottom of the steps were two cushions 
tur their Imperial Majesties, aud at the top three chairs 
for the officiating Grand Almoner and his twe assisting 
Bishops. The Cardinals were seated on the right of the al- 
tar, and the Bishops on the left. The Princes, Grand Dig- 
nitaries, &c. were stationed, as at the civil ceremony, ac- 
cording to their respective degrees of rank and precedence. 
The Cardinal Grand Almoner of France, his assistant, the 
Grand Almoner of Italy, and the body of the Clergy, re- 
ceived the Imperial Pair at the deor of the chapel, and 
presented them with the censer and the holy water. Their 
Majesties and the whole of the procession having taken 
their places, the officiating Grand Almoner erdered the Keni 
Creator to be chaunted, all present being on their knees. 
At the conclusion of the first verse, the Grand Almoner 
proceeded to the highest step of the sanctuary, and standing 
with his back tu the altar, pronounced a benediction on 
the thirty pieces of gold and the ring. This part of the ce- 
remony being completed, the Grand Master of the Cere- 
mony made a bow to the Emperor and Empress, who, tak- 
ing off their gloves, advanced to the foot of the altar, and 
there taking each other by the right hand, were thus ad. 
dressed by the Grand Almoner :—* Sire, you declare, that 
you acknowledge, and you swear before God, and in the 
face of his holy church, that-you now take as your wife 
and lawful spouse, her Imperial and Royal Highness Ma- 
dame Maria Louisa, Archduchess of Austria, here pre- 
sent ?’—The Emperor answered, ‘* Yes, Sir.” The Mi- 
nister continued, ** You promise and swear to be faithful 
to her in all things, as a faithful spouse ought to be to- 
wards his spouse, according to the commaudment of God.” 
The Emperor answered, ‘* Yes, Sir.” The same forat 
was gone through with respect to the Empréss; with this 
distinction only, that in compliment, no doubt, to her re- 
ligious creed, the Minister omitted in the question put to 
her, the word ** acknowledge,” which he had introduced 
in addressing Napoleon, to denote the validity of the prior 
civil marriage, according to the modera code of France, 
The Minister then delivered the ring and the pieces of gold, 
one by one, to the Emperor, who presented the latter in 
like manner to the Empress, By her they were transferred 
to a Maid of Honour, standing behind her, whe finished 
this part of the scene by handing them up to an assistant 
of the ceremonies. The Emperor then put the ring on the 
ring finger of the Empress’s left hand, saying, ** | give you 
this ring in token of the marriage which we contract ;°’ 
and the Minister making the sign of the cross upon the 
hand of the Empress, pronounced them ‘* mam’ and wife 
together, in the name of the Father, and of ‘the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost.’ ‘The parties then kueeling, and con- 
tinuing to hold each other by the right hand, the Minister 
gave them the nuptial benediction by repeiing the two 
prayers, Deus Abraham, &c.; and Respice quesumus do- 
mine, &c. ‘The Imperial Pair then resumed their seats ou 
the throne, and went through the forms of kissing the Gos- 
pels; after which they advauced in succession to the altar, 
each bearing one of the wax-candles inciosing tweaty pieces 
of gold, and delivering the same as their offering to the 
Grand Almones. igh Mass was then performed, during 
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which the happy couple took the sacrament, and w.®e re- 
peatedly perfumed with incense, and sprinkled with’ holy 
water. the Emperor and Fmmpress 


During the Propitiare, the 


kneeled down on the cushions placed for them at the foof | | bs 


js 


of the altar, under a canopy of silver brocaie, held over 
them by the Archbishop of Rehan and the Bishop of Ver- 
sailles. The Emperor and his spouse again knelt ‘at the 
Ita missa est, and after another application of the holy 
water, and then kissing the corporale (the fine linen in 
which the Sacrament is put) Te Dewm was sung, and the 
procession relurned to the Imperial apartments. 


Pans; Arar, 4.—Yesterday the Emperor and Empress 
being seated on their Thrones, and surrounded by the 
Princes and Princesses of the Blood, the Grand Dignita- 
ries and Grand Officers, received the homage and felicita- 
tions of the Senate of France, the Senate of Italy, the 
Council of State, &c. The President of the Senate ad- 
dressed their Majesties in these terms :— 


TO THF EMPEROR, 

** Srne,—lIt ts with the most respectful and profound emo- 
tion that the Senate this day present themselves before your 
Majesty. Never have they more powerfally felt the force and 
dignity of those family ties which unite the monarch to his | 
faithful subjects. Your most tender affections, Sire——tse most 
intimate desires of your heart, will henceforth be identified 
with the first interest of the Maenareh, and the most ardent wish 
of sour people—t! ¢ duration of the mest powerful dynasty 
which has ever been founded amoag Meo. How many hearts, 
even beyond the frontiers. of your Empire, have bounded with 
joy at what is to constitute your felicity ; and your great soul 
hasynot been insensible to their transports!) Europe comtem- 
platgs with raptnre the august daughter of the Sovereigus of 
Austria ov the glorious (hrese of Napoleon, Providence, Sire, 
ta reserving for you this illustrious syouse, has been pleased ie 
manifest more and more, that yeu have been born for the hap- 
. pioess of nations, and to seeare the repose of the world.” 


TO THE EMPRESS 

* Mapay—The shouts of joy which have every where ac- 
companied your Majesty's steps, that concert of benedictions 
which sill) echoes from Vienna to Paris, are the faithful.ex- 
pression of the sentiments of the people. © The Senate comes 
ta offer to your Majesty testimonies of homage, not less ardent, 
wot less sincere, The Amperi: il crown which sparkles on your 
brow, that other crown of graces and virtues which tempers 
and softens the lustre of the former, attracts towards you the 
hearts of thirty millions of Frenchmen, who make it their joy 
and pride to salute you by the name of their Sovercign, These 
Frenchmen, whom yow have adopted, and to w hom, by the 
Most saceed of promises, you have avowed the sentingtts of a 
tender mother, you will fiod worthy of your kind regards,— 
You will more and more cherish this good and tender-hearted 
people, who always feel an anxious wish to love those who 
govern them, aad to place affection and honour by the side of 
zealand obedience. These sentiments, which we have the 
bappiness to express to ybur Majesty, are under the guarantce 
of Hieaven, like that sacred oath which has fér ever uvited the 
grcut and splendid destinies of Napoleos and Maria Louisa,” 


His Majesty answered the President in these words :—- 


** Senatort— Myself and the Empress merit the sentiments 
you express towards us, Gy thé love we bear to our people,— 
The prosperity of Fraoce is eor first. wish,’’ 


LETTER FROM COUNT BELLIARD, GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF 
WADARID, TO TUE rainck of Nuectrowarer, 

** L have this moment received the confirmation of the intel- 
ligence 1 bad before the honour ta sanovnce to you. The bur- 
ricave which took place onthe Tth and 10th of this month drove 
~ ashore, on the coast opposite ta Cadiz, four sail of the line. 
two of which are English, and 50 other vessels, of which ne 
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from the wrecks, almost all English. The King arrived at 
Grenada on the 16th, Wherever the King passed he was re. 
ceived with enthasiasm, and he diffused happiness among the 
people. The army is in the Best condition, and is we'll treated 
the inhabitants. “ AvuGcuste Berriarp.” 

6s sai neath letiee at de inna id, March, 


29 9 
. 
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IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT, 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
a 
Nothing of great interest occurred in this Ilouse during the 
week.—On Tuesday, when-the Gas Light Company Bill was 
brought up from the Commons, the Marquis of Buckincuam 
opposed its introduction, with a most unseasonable and strange 
joke: he did not conceive that in the present temper of men’s 
minds, any new contrivance ta produce inflammable matter was 
necessary!! With regard to the object of the Bill he ceuid 
only say, that for three years he bad been subject to a purga- 
tory from the experiment, and that if it was to be persisted in, 
most of the houses where the experiment was to be made, 
would be rendered uninhabitable. —Oo Wednesday Lord Kine 
made his motion an the subject of foreign troops, the-introduc- 
tion of whom into this country he deemed both annecessary and 
unconstitutional, Ministers, he thought, had a great partiality 
for these mercenaries, for they cost more than native troops, 
His Lerdship concluded by moving Resolutions, censuring the 
keeping foreign suldiers in England.—To this the Earl of 
LIVERPOOL “replie ‘d, that the practice had the high sanction 
of Parliament,—that there were not above 5000 at present in 
the country,—aod that, in the present cireumstances of Eurepe, 
their employment was not only not blameable, bet proper ; and 
sn the House thought, for the Order of the Day was apavied 
nem, dis, 








em rae 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
a 
Monday, April 9. 
MR. GALE JONES. 

Sir SamuBL RomieeY stated, that he had given notice en 
Thursday evening, that he would take the earliest opportun lity 
of moving that Mr, Jones be discharged. But the events that 
had oceurred since had induced him to think that it would be 
better to postpone it (iH Gentlemen’s minds were les# agitated. 
Ie should press his motion on the single greund that Mr. Jones 
had already suffered a panishment adequate to the offence.— 
He never had any intention of resting .it upon any ground of 
dowbts as to the legality of the commitment, when he found 
that persons of so much more experience thao himself ‘differed 
from him io opinion. He hoped he might now be allowed to 
say a few words respecting Limself, as the subjeet was to him 
of great importance. Though mo one, he hoped, could sup- 
pose it possible that he had any share in the counsels which 
appeared to have governed the ¢onduct of Sir. F. Burdett om 
this oceasion, yet having seen it stated io some of the newspa- 
pers that he had been at Sir F. Baurdett’s house within these 
few days past, he begged leave to say that he had never beca 
there.either before og since the recent occurrences. 


STR FRANCIS BURDETT—PRIVILEGE. 


The SPeakza thea rose to state to the House how he bad 
proceeded in consequence of the vote for the commimment,of 
Sir, Francis Burdett. At half-past seven o’elock on Friday 
morning he had signed the Warrant of Commitment, and deti- 
vered it to the Serjeant (o be carried into immediate execution, 
with a specific direction not to delay it beyond ten o'clock that 
day. Late om Friday evening he had received a letter from 
Sir Prancis Burdett, containing a desire that it might be read 
to the Ilouse. 

The House having agreed that the letter should be rent, the 
Speake&read it accordingly, as felows:— 

‘* S1a,—When L was returned in due form by the Electo™* 


bave taken possesion. About 600 persous have been saved | of Westminster, they imagived they bad chos co Be 


- 















Trustee, mm 
Liberties of the Laud—h 
WILL BETRAY IT. 
an oath of allegiance to the 
will consent, by any act of mine, 


contrafy to thi 
cume (he power of the King. 


the same thmgs, 


together 


protect tuem, 
give them power to destro) the people. 


Pp 


cur the 


possess, to take any of those who are now gailty of this usur- 


pation, and L would condescend to accept the meanest office 


that would vacate my ‘seat, being more desirous of getting out 


of my present association than other men may be desirous of 


getiing profitably into it. Sir, this is not a letter in answer to 
a vote of thanks, if is in answer to a vote of a very different 
kiod—J kuuw not what to call it—hbut since you have begun 
this correspondence with me, I must beg yeu to read this, my 
auswer, to these under whose order you have commenced it,— 
I remain, Sir, your most ebedient humble servant, 

| ‘* Francis BuRDET?Y.” 

‘* Piccadilly, April 6, 1810.” . 

Mr. CuaRces WYNNB suggested that it would be better 
that the letter be taken into consi@eration to-morrow,— 
Agreed ta. 

The Serjeant was then called to the Bar, 

The SpeaKeER—** Serjeant, you are directed to report to 
the House the circomstances attending the execution of the 
warrant for the commitment of Sir Francis Burdett to the 
Power,” 

The Serjeant stated, ‘* that he had gone to Sir Francis 


Burdett’s house ou Friday morning with two messengers, when |, 


he was told that Sir Francis Burdett was not at home; he 
then wrote a letter to Sir Francis, telling him, thgt he had 
called on him te convey him to the Tower in execution of a 
warrant from the Speaker of the House of Commons, He 
stated to Sir Francis, at the same time, that he wished to 
consult his convenience as much as Jay in his power. At four 
o'clock on Friday afternoon he went to Sir Frantis Bardett’s 
house, and saw Sir Francis, who told him that he would be 
ready to receive him at eleven o'clock to-morrow (Saturday) 
inorning, He left him at that time with the impression that 
Sir Francis would go with him to the Tower peaceably at the 


time stated. He had assented to this delay, because he had’ 


the Speaker's directions to conduct himself to Sir Francis Bur- 
dett with all the delicacy consistent with the due discharge of 
his duty. Indeed, though he had attempted to execute the 
Warrant that night, itewould not have been in his power to suc- 
ceed, as these was a large mob at the. door, and he had nat at 
that time the requisite assistance, canceiving that Sir Francis 
Would have obeyed without any resistance. From Sir F. 
Burdett’s house he went to the Speaker, and acqyainied him 
een passed, siating that it had been arranged that Sir 
~e was to go with him at eleyeu the next day to the 

ower, The Speake; advised him to exetute his warrant im- 
mediately, and tu apply at the Secretary of §tate’s Office fur 
ee Ile then went to the Secretary of State’s Office, 
Feed 2 was dé@tained some time, He next called at Sir 
seeaete reetre house, stated to him that he was under the 
which . a executing his warrant at an earlier bour than that 
the le at been mentioned. Sir Francis said,that he disputed 
ee _ of the warrant, and that nothing short.of actual 
wes jaa rae bim accompany the Serjeant, and that he 
Serjeant) ale to resist as far as was in his power. He (the 
jot went to the Secretary of State’s Office to make 

avpcments as to the force which: would-be required to eua- 







a House of Gommons, to maiatain the Laws and 
aving accepted that trust, I NEVER 
[ have also, as a dutiful Subject, taken 
King to obey his laws, and I never 
to obey any set of men who, 
se laws, shalls ander any pretence whatever, as- 
Power and Privilege are not 
and ought not at any time to be confounded 
Privilege is au exemption from power, and was by 
law secured to the third branch of the Legislature in order to 
that they might safely protect the people, not te 
Your Warrant, Sir, 
[ believe, you know to be illegal—I know it to be so—To su- 
srior force I must suabmit—but I will not, and dare not, in- 
daoger of continuing voluntarily to make one of any as- 
svciation, or set of men, who shall assume illegally the whole 
power of the realm, and who have no more right to take my- 
self, or anv one of my Constituents, by force, than I, or they 
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ble him to execute the warrant. Considering, however, the 
lateness of the hour, it being then about nine o'clock, and ao 
arrangement having been made with the Lord Mayor for a 
force to accumpany hin, when he should have entered the 
City, he determined tu pat off the execution of the warrant tll 
half past six on the following morning (Saturday). Iu che 
mean time he applied himself to the arrangement of the neces- 
sary force at the Secretary of State’s Office, and sent Mr, Cle- 
mentson to the Lord Mayor for the same purpose, At half- 
past six ou Saturday morning, he went to Sir Francis Burdett’s 
house, and wastold that he was not at home. Conceiving that 
Sir Francis hal’ gone to Wimbledon, he set off for that place, 
leaving a Messenger in Sir Francis Burdett’s hail. At Wim, 
bledon he was told that Sir Francis was not there. He was 
told in the course of the day that Sir Francis had been seen 
in the street, He proceeded to his house and found the doora 
little open, but with a chain across, A servant told bim that 
he could not come in there, and immediately shut the door 
against him. On the morning of Sunday, about seven o’clock, 
he went again to the house with the Police-offcers, knocked te- 
veral times, but could gain no admittance, and withdrew.—- 
Mr. Clementsen and himself, by terns, continued near during 
the rest of the day and night, leaving Messengers to watch the 
approaches to Sir Francis’s house. On Saturday, baving 
some doubts how far he was warranted in making a forcible 
entry into the house, he sent to the Attorney General for his 
opinion, On that opinion he had acted this worning. He bad 
arranged with the Secretary of State that a civil and military 
force should attend him. He weut to the house that morning 
at ten o’clock with the police-officers, ahd a detachment of ca-« 
valry and infantry. He forced an entrance into the house with 
the police-officers, and proceeded to the room where Sir Fran- 
cis was, . He told him that he must go with him immediately, 
and that resistance was quite aseless, Sir Fenocis asked him 
to shew him his warrant, aod he told him that he arrested him 
ia virtue of the warrant which he had before seen and read, 
Sir Francis then got into the carriage which had been provid 
ed for the purpose, and he delivered him to the Liestenant of 
the Tower. If it should appear that he had erred, or had 
been remiss in the execution of his duty, he trusted the House 
would give him credit for having acted from the best motives, 
It would be considered that the case Was wholly uoprecedented, 
and that he bad acted from that respect and delicacy which he 
thought it became him to feel for a Member of Parliament,—. 
When Sir Francis told him that he would be happy to receive 
him at eleven o’cluck on Saturday marning, he certaialy un- 
derstvod that he intended to go with him without making any 
resistance, 

The Speaker observed, that it might he proper to read 
the Report, that an opportunity might be aflurded of supply- 
ing defects, in case that shoyld be requisite, 

The Report was then read, 

Mr. Colman remarked, that he had omitted to state that Sir 
F. had come into the house while the Messenger was in the 












| hall, and that the Messenger secved the warrant, 


Here Mr. Whitbread put some questions relative to the ap- 
plication at the Secretary of State’s Odice, The substance of 
the answers was, that the Serjeant had seen Mr. Ryder at the 
House fur a few minutes on EF vidayevening, and that he afier- 
wards went to the Office, and Umt either there,.or by Mr, Ry- 
der at the House, he ways tvid that the business had been mis- 
managed, 

Q. When the Speaker desired you to go to the Secretary of 
State’s Office, did you oot state that Sie Francis intended to 
resist? —A. No. 1 only told him that eleven o'clock next 
morning was fixed upon ds the time for conveying Sir Francis 
to the Tower. . “f 

The Sreaker here adverting to the inconsistency of the 
evidence, as to the intended resistance, begged to call to the 
Serjeant’s recollection the exact particalars of bis communica- 
tion with him. He (the Speaker) had dipegted the Serjeans to 
serve the warrant before ten o'clock, apd got to wait tilLinid- 
day hours, The next intercourse took place while he was sit- 
ling at that table (immediaicly before the House was formed 
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on Friday), when he understood that the Serjeant was pre- 
paring to make a report that Sir Francis had been seized, 
He sent word to the Serjeant not to stop there to make his re- 
port, but to proceed to take him to the Tower immediately. 
He heard nething further about the matter till five o'clock, 
when the House was sitting in a Committee. The Serjeant 
wished to speak with him, and be went to a private room for 
that purpose, and his first words were, ‘* where is the receipt 
of the Lieutenant of the Tower?’’ The Serjeant then stated, 
that he had arranged with Sir Francis that he should go to the 
Tower at eleven the next day. His answer was, ‘* possibly 
you may be sent to the Tower by that time; your business is 
to execute your warrant—and 1 would advise yuu to do it be- 
fore the dark hours.’’ The next time the Serjeant came to him 
Was the first occasion wheo any intimation was given him of the 
intention to resist, 

Q. When did the Serjeant go to the Secretary of State's 
Olfce? A. About nine o'clock.—Q. State the substance of 
What passed? A. I stated to them that some force would be 
necessary, in case resistance should be made. I said that it 
would be proper to have a military force. The answer was, 
that this would be furnished if it were stated on oath that it 
was necessary. I said it was necessary, in order to attend the 
cearriage.—Q. Had you any conference with any of his Majes- 
ty’s Ministers, from the time the warrant was given you for 
execution, up to the time the summons was sent you to attend 
the Privy Council? A. Ll saw Mr. Perceval on Saturday. Mr. 
Perceval said—** Well, Mr. Colman, have you executed the 
warrant?’’ Witness answered that he had not, as he did not 
think it justified him in searching, —Q. Was that the substance 
of your conference? A. Yes; with the addition that Mr, Per- 
ceval advised me to take the opinion of the Atturoey- General. 
~——Q. Did you take the opinion of the Attorney~General ac- 
cordingly? A. Yes.—Q. Fave you that case and opinion i A. 
i have the opinion, 


The warrant was then read, with the opinion of the Attor- 
ney-Geveral, The opinion went te state, that in the case 
submitted, oo instance was stated where the execution of such 
a warrnot took place under the circamstance of the door of the 
individual’s house being broken for the purpose of getting an 
entrance. He believed there was no such precedent. The 
case must therefore be considered upon the oaly principle which 
could be analogous, namely, the course of proceedings in the 
éxecution of warrants where the King wasa party. In such 
cases it was understood and sanctioned that the persons ap- 
pointed to execuie such warrants might force the outer door ; 
the same privilege in the process was next allowed where sub- 
jeets were the party. Reasoning upow that analogy, and in 
the absence of any direct case, he did not see why such a war- 
rant should not be executed in the same manner that a crimi- 
nal process, where the King was the prasecutor, would be ¢ar- 
ried into effect, Tt was in that view the present: case could 
only be cousidered, there being ho direct authority to’ support 
ifs exercise. It was to be observed that the fullest: notice 
should be given to the individual whose person was to be seized 
of the purpert of their comiog. Ne also was of opinion that 
the proper officer might call to his. aid all species of aid, mili- 
tary as well ascivil. He did not think that it should be exe- 
cuted at night, bat in case of any rescue he was fally of wpi- 
nion that it was perfectly legal to break in aud search, not 
only the house of the individual rescued, but of. any other per- 
son, where there was a justifiable suspicion to suppose that he 
was concealed, 


The exaninntion of the Serjeant resumed by Mr. Warr- 
pacap.—Q. What Members of Administration were present at 
the Privy Council last aight? A, There. were present Lotd Wel- 
lesley (a murmur ), Mr. "Perceval, Lords Bathurst, Westmore- 
lund, Harrow by, Liverpool, Camden, Mr. Dundas, Mr. Ryder, 
nod the Attorney-Geacral,—Q, What were the nature of the 
Questions putio you at the Council? A. Tt was intimated to me 
that Gevernment was anxious to ascertain what steps [ was 
about to take to execute the warrant. 1 answered that I ‘was 
aoxicus te bave 2 military force saficient in iy opinion to | 
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enable me to execute it.—Q. What answer did the Privy 
Council retarn? A. That I should have what 1 required, 


Mr. Percevat next commenced his examination of the 
Serjeant. Its main drift went ta prove that the Government 
were ready to afford every aid to execute the warrant, with- 
out at all giving any directious for the execution, When the 
Serjeant applied to the Magistrates, they communicated to him 
their doubts of the legality of forcing the outer door. Their 
view was, that the military ferce should not be called in until 
after the arrest was made. The Chancellor of the Exche. 
quer, in his interview with the Serjeant, expressed his su rprise 
that he had not executed the warrant when he had seen Sir 
Francis, at all events that he had not touched him. The Ser. 
jeant asked Mr. Perceval fur his advice relative to the lega- 
lity of breaking the outer door. Me. Perceval would give oo 
advices; but'stated that @hatever doubts might exist as to 
forcing the outer door, there could not, in bis opinion, be any 
relative to all the interior doors in the house. The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer farther stated, that he, the Serjennt, had the 
Juty to exercise, and that if he had doubis upon the legality 
of enforcing the’ warrant, it was his hest course to take the 
opinion of an eminent lawyer; he recommended the Attorne,.- 
General, 

Sir Joun ANSTRUTHER put some questions to the Serjeant, 
from which it appeared, that the first doubt of the legality of 
the execution of the warrant arose from a conversatidn at the 
Secretary of State’s Office.. He believed the doubt proceeded 
from Mr. Reid; but be had also his own opinion, particularly 
after the Speaker had stated that upon the legality of forcing 
the door he could give .0 opinion. The Serjeant stated, that 
he hhd, on Sunday, seen the Sheriffs, in fromt of Sir Francis 
Burdett’s house; and that, after he had shewn theu the war- 
rant, they expressed their readiuess to support him, upon the 
supposition that Sir Francis Burdett came out of his house. 

Q. By Sir C. Benarecr.—Did the Sherifis shew any dis- 
position to-impede or to refuse you any assistance inthe exe~ 
cution of the warrant? A. No; they, were very civil.—Q.Did 
you perceive any difference in the conduct of the two Sheriffs? 
A. As to any aid for carryitig the wairant into effect, there 
was no difference in their disposition. 

Q..By Sir C. Paice.—In your communication with the 
Lord Mayor, what auswer.did you receive? ~A. He said, I 
should receive any assistance in his power:to afford.—Q. ' Had 
you.any reason whatever to doubt - thé ‘disposition of the Lord 
Mayor to aid you in your duty? A. Ga the contrary, I suw 
every disposition te assist me on his part: 

After a few other questions, the Serjeant was ordered to 
withdraw, 

Mr. Wuitereap wished to ask the A‘tomney-General, 


whether he had been consulted apoo the subject of the Sjeaker’s | 


warrant, before the case Was submitted to him by the Serjeant 
at Arins ? 

The Arronney-GcNneRac said, that the substance of his 
advice he was ready to state, if the House ‘were of Opinion 
that he ought to do se, 

The Cuaneriroa of the Excuegvuer doubted whether 
the House ought to press this question. 

Mr. Wurrsr ead maintained that the interrogatory related 
to a point of -uch importance as demanded the fullest éxplana* 
tion. When it was recollected that Westminster had been for 
so many days in a state of eommotion—whensome of. the King’s 
sGhjects had been actually slains—and w hen this was alleged to 
result in a great measure from Ministers not having done their 
duty, could it be pretended that such a case did not call for in- 
quiry in every quarter in Which information could be had ? 
Notwithstanding the confident toye held by the Gentlemen on 
the other side on late debates, witli respect to the Speaker's 

warrant, it pow. appeargd that late on Saturday evening bast 
these Gentlemen, with the, First Lord of the Treasury at their 
head, thought it necessary to’ ‘put a question to the Attorney- 
facta) as to the value of this warrant —(No, no, no, on the 
Treasury Bench). ' , 

Mr. Peacevat denied that Ministers pat any questiomas te 
the validity ef the warrant, apd therefore the Honourable Gea 
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theynpan was mistaken. Ciover 


hut in consequence of the doubt ex- 
ality of 


in order 


of the Speaker's warrant: 
isting ia the mind ef the Serjeant at Arms to the leg 
breaking open the outer door of Sir Francis Burdett, . 
to execute Chat warrant, it was deemed expedient to refer the 
questicu to the consideration of his Learned Friend, 

Afier a few observations, the Chancelior of the E xchequet 
withdrew his objection to the examiiation of the Attorney- 
General—and the Learned Gentleman stated, that oo Saturday 
he attended’the Cabinet Council, and being called gpon for 
bis opinion as to the legality of breaking open the outer door 
of Sir Francis Bardett’s house, in order to execute the Speaker's 
warrant, he requested time to consider it. He felt it to be 
quite anew questian; but reasoning from analogy as to other 
warrants, the tendency of his opinion was, that the door ought 
to be broke epen for the purpose of executing this warrant. 
He therefore told the Serjeant tha: he would be justified jn 
breaking open the door, “But at the same time he stated that 
he could give oo decided opinion. 

Q. (By Mr. Waireresp)—Have you stated all that pass- 
ed af the Council upon the subject of this warrant?—A, I also 
stated to the Serjeant at Arms the consequences of so executing 
the warrant ff not justified inlaw, If a conflict were to ensue 
from which any death should follow, I observed, that the Ser- 
jeait would ar would not be justified according as the mode | 
have described of executing the warrant should be deemed le- 
gal or Wlegal; and [ thiuk [also stated, that if any thing should 
happen to the Serjeant himself, it mast depend upon the le- 
gality or illegality of the mode of executiny the warrant, whe- 
ther any person should be criminally responsible for the eonse- 
queoces. 

Mr. JACOB observed, that the inquiry should take a wider 
range. ‘The object of alk the interrogatories seemed @0 be to 
criminate the Serjeant ai Arms, the Ministers, or the Prisoner, 
and for this purpose only one witness was examined, Nothing 
had as yet been gone into to affect the crimigality of the Pri- 
soner, or tu expose any of his secret advissrs, whether Mem- 
hers of that House or not—( A loud ery eof name, name). He 
only meant to suggest the propriety of. extending inquiry upon 
this subject, in order to ascertain whether any Member of that 
Hfouse, or who, had recenthy advised Sir Fraucis Burdett to re- 
si:t the authority of the Speaker’s warrant.—(Lord Joun 
CAVENDISH and Mr, Ponsonsy’ rose to order; but the 
SPEAKER expressed his opinion, that the Honourable Member 
was not out of order.) - 

Mr. Watrseeap observed, that the Henourable Gentle- 
man concluded, he must say, not. very liberally, that any pri- 
vate advice given ta Sir Francis Burdett, on his late proceed- 
Wigs, Was bad. Now he happened to have his own name set 
duwn in the Newspapers, not as among the advisers, but among 
the visilors of Sir Francis Burdett; and he hoped it would not 
be less honourable in him to avow, that he was oue of the visi- 
tors of the Honowrable Baronet, than it was in his Learned 

Pricnd near him, (Sir Samuel Romilly), to correct the erro- 
neous neution of bis name, He had ceciainly never visited Sir 
Francis Burdett before, nor ever dined at his-house but once, 
some yearsago. But on Suaday evening last he was induced to 
Fisit the Hon, Bargnet in company with another Member, and 
he did state such considerations tothe Honuurable Barge -t as he 
thought would have had an influence upon his mind, © LW order 
to avert the consequences tikely tu follow to the King’s subjects, 
he discussed the line of conduct which he himsclf would have 
thougint advisable to. pursuc, even acting upon the Hon. Ba- 
wih he ortactples, and-he must-siy, that he was received 
wey pelliety ait goalies atteution ; that the Hon, Baronet 
tb as z - a; A every observation lie made, The ad- 
is the oo a o the Hon, Baronet was not secret, but 
House Sake - he would appeal to the candoar of the 
bad? ’ He tex A i core secret, it was thertfore to be deemed 
Ben, Moree s ° ae done his duty io calling upon the 
caft te wari n pe er es advice he did. In making that 
a friend, and i cociaate iance with the earnest solicitations of 
likel ainly felt that far from doipg evil, he was 

ely te promote what h 

¢ couceiyed 4 yery desirable good, 
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liis observa- 


Mr. Jacoes disclaimed all persunal allusion, 
tion being confined to anur, relative to any Members of that 
House being amoung the secret advisers of Sir Francis, 

Mr. Secretary Ryper stated, that the Serjeant at Arms 
had been described as the agent of Ministers, How did that 
appear? Not surely in the obedience of that Officer to the 
suggestions of the Ministers, He (Mr. Ryder) admitted, that 
his situation, for the last four days at least, was a most respon- 
sible situation—(fear, hear !)—responsible as that situation 
was, and humbly ealgulated as he was to fulfil its duties, still 
he would contend for it that there was no deficiency on the part 
of the Ministers. Much had been said of what the Govern- 
ment had omitted todo; but he would contend, that had the 
Government not done what it had done, the mischief might 
have been incalculably greater (H/ear!). But Ministers had 
beeo asked why they did not do on Friday what had been at 
length done on the Monday following? Tu answer to that 
question he would say, that it was not the part of the Executive 
Government to take from the House of Commons the right of 
enforcing its own Order, As far as the Executive power was 
concerned in assisting in carrying inte effect a legal warrant, so 
far the aid of the Executive Power was not wanting. The 
Civil and Military Power hal been called forth, and where, he 
would ask, was the object of visiting upon Ministérs undefined 
and ill-supported accusations of not maintaining the pyblic 
peace? What effect had such charges? Had not some of the 
speeches they had heard atendency to excite popular irritatiop, 
and give rise to disaffection ?—( Order! Order L) 

A Member rose to Order, and complained of charges having 
been made against the motives of certain Members who had 
spoken, by complaining of the tendency of their speeches, which 
were presumed to be disorderly. 

Sir Joun ANSTRUTHER confessed that it was not a subject 
upon which he could speak very coolly, when he recollected 
that, owing to a remissness insome quarter or another, the liyes 
of his wife and children had been for a long time endangered, 
He asked, if there was a man who doubted that this business 
had.been broaght upon the House by Ministers, and if their 
oficial influence had not been the means of procuring the deci- 
sion that had been ultimately determined on? He then adyeried 
to the evidence of the Serjeant, and appealed to the House, if 
it did appear from that evidence that Ministers had taken 
any steps whagever to provide against consequences, which might 
have been so easily foreseen? The opinion of the Attorvey. 
General had ndt heen taken till late on Saturday: why was net 
that opiaion taken upon Friday morning, and forthwith acted 
upon? If it had been taken anil acted upon, what might it 
not have saved—the confusion of two days, the lives of some of 
the King’s subjects, He censured the sort of advice given to the 
Serjeant by the Ministers; it amounted to this—** Go and exe- 
cute your warrant, you shall haye all possible nid both civil 
and imilitary—but then we can't say how far you may lawfully’ 
yo—never mind, however, do your duty, and "tis no matter 
wliether in the event you are hanged or nut for the aliewpt,”"— 
(4 laugh. ' 

Mr. Dunpas. expressed his sincere. regret for the violence 
done to the house of Sir Joha Anjirather, but contended that if 
the Executive had gone farther, they would bave heeg as loudly 
censured as they now were for what they had omiiled to do,—~ 
He denied that Ministers bad any reasog to anticipate and to 
provide against the unexpected and unprecedented resistance on 
the part of Sir. Francis, : : ae 

Mr. Wu. Wvyane contended, that Ministers were bound 
to provide against all consequences resulting from a measure 
which they had takea such pains to prevai) upon the Mouse to 
adopt. “ie 


The ArtrORNEY-GSNERADL vindicated the conduct of Mi . 


njstersagainst the charge of remipsuess, —-. 


o's 


Mr. C, W. Wvawne argued that Ministers should: five beén 


aware of the validity of the warrant, and of the melle of exc- | 
cuting it, before they proposed that such a measure should be 


adupted by the House, ; 
Sir M. Woow defended the cqnduct of Ministers, 


- 























te al won 
aan tel 


aa 


DP AT ek Be 


ees VT 
4 ' f er 
Fey 2 


oad 
oo 





ee my. 


2s 
ad 







































= we ; 
- . 


a Ps 20 


4 oe 
ae 


we + % rr 


pe PEE we nee set ampere 3, - 2 


ee pee 
wn. . 
= — = 
~ a 
i ) 


a 

VF - 
~~" ca 
ae 


— ae bee — 


























tae wenn 
































































—_ 





Mr. Suarre was of opinion that all the consequences result- 
ing from the measure which bad been adopted were imputable 
to Ministers. They con!d never furesee any thing! Io truth, 
they could not see the length of their noses! 

Mr.. WaireBReap moved that the papers aud evidence be- 
fore the House be printe 1 deted.—- Adjonreed. 


Tuesday, April 10. 
SIR FRANCIS BURDETT’S LETTER, 
The Sreaken. beving remarked, that the question was, 
whether Sir EF. Burdett’s Letter should be laid upon the table, 
Mr. Cunwewn said, that had he supposed the Hon, Baronet 
would have acted as he had done, he should not have voted on 
n former occasion ashe had. No one could now doubt what 
the principles of the Lon, Baronet were. Ile was an advo- 
cate for moderate Reform, but he did not think that this 
would be efiected by bringing that House into contempt.. How- 
ever Ministers may have erred, here at least the had some ex- 
li was therefore the duty of the Coun- 


ee 


cuse for their conduct, 
try to strengthen the hands of Government, and he hoped the 
House would be unanimuus in consigning the Letter to the ob- 
livien which it merited, If any proceedings were-taken upon 
it, a licence for tumult would be given, the military must he 
Withdrawn, and the consequences might indeed beserious, He 
thought the Letter was a trap for the House. He should | 
therefure move that the further consideration of this Letter be 
adjourned sine die. 

Mr. D. Gippy seconded the motion: he would not now 
give Sir Francis Burdett credit even for rectitude of intention 
after this scurtilous letter, 

Mr. Anam did not agree with Mr. Curwen, that Ministers 
had any excuse for their negligence. They were the guardians 
of the public peace ; they ought 'o have knowag the situation of 
things, und (he state of the putlic fecling, and have been pre- 
pared accordingly. 

Sir Joun Ansrnvuruen had a high respect for Ministers, 
though he thought them unfit. for the, Government! Byt the 
King’s Goveroment must be supported, He loved the Consti- 
tution, and he had rather sec Ministers with Aereditary seats 
in that House, than see the slightest infringement on the Con- 
stitution! (Loud laughter from all sides.) That was his 
opinion. The Letter should be treated with silent contempt. 


Mr. Percevat had foreseen the whole course of conduct 
adopted by Sir [, Burdett; but the spirit of the British Law 
was to avoid all use of force tillthat use was uvavoidable. I 
was impossible to avert the first violence of a mob every where 
atence, There had been no neglect in the superior powers 
When the Magistrates required force, force was granted ; and 
whatever might have been the dunger of. individuals, there 
never wasa moment when the Constitution er the Country had 
less tofear, Nothing could be more unfair than to aseribe to 
Ministers the disorders which had occurred. The Officer en- 
trasted with the Warrant was not ugder the authority of Mi 
nisters, and though he might hive hesitated in the perform- 
ance of iis duty, thatcould not be the crime of Government,— 
Asto the Letter, to pasg it over tn silence would be no proof 
of diguity.. The punishment inflicted upoa Sir F. Bardeyt 
was supported hy himself, for resisting the authority of the 
Howe; this Letter is 4n addition to the Hon, Baronet’s offence, 
aud he should Laereface move the following Resolution :— 
** That it is the opinion of this House, that the said Leiter 
is a high aggravation of the oflence of Sir F. Burdett against 
the privileges of the Howse: but it appearing frow the Re- 
port of the ryeaat at Ars that Sic F. Bardett has been com- 
mitied to the Tower, the House will not proceed to take any 
farther notiie of the Letter.”’ , 

Mr. Wappsetad would not at all countenance such a Re- 
Mdatscevene sunt did “be agree with the Hon. Geotleman (Mr. 
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perly issued— he (Mr. W hithread) would cheerfully join him ; 
but if bis rallying point was to be the present Miuisters, A 
might sét off as secon as he pleased. He (¥r. Whitbre ad) 
would stay where he was, and beg leave to decline any such 


‘connection. The Right Hon, Gentleman opposite had just (wid 


the House, that he foresaw all that conduct of ‘Sir F. Burdete 
which has since taken place, and yet when the Speaker’s War- 
rant came to be issued, he was not, nor were any of his co]. 
leagues, prepared with the proper means of carrying it into 
execution. (llear! Hear! Hear! from the Ministerial site 
of the House.) He, for one, was a friend to a Reform in the 
Commons House of Parliament ; he had Jone been so, but was 
more convinced of its necessity from the proceedings of the Jase 
two months, than lie had ever been before. Suppose a Reform 
should takes place, what security would the House have 
against avy fatdre attempts of the Crown, if it was not for 
the omnipotence of the Speaker’s Warrant? The Right Hon. 
Gentleman and ti Secretary of State seemed to take great 
credit to themselves for having taken speedy and proper mea- 
sures to suppress the riots; and yet the Serjeant had expressly 
said, that cll the morning of yesterday he never had sufficient 
assistanee to enable him to execate the Speaker's Warran’, 
The Right Hon. Gentleman and his colleagues had suffered the 
warrant to reinain unexecuted from Friday to Monday. With 
all their legal learning, Parliamentary experience, and Mini- 


| sterial power, they had shrunk from the task of giving effect to 


the Warrant, and left it entirely to the inexperieuced, un 
learned, harassed, and fatigued Officer of the House, to carry 
it into execution by his ownmeans. He was, hewever, glad 
to find that during the whole of the time these disturbances 
lasted, there was no #pearance ofa plot, which in any way 
endangered the safety of the State, If Sir Francis really 
thought the Speaker's Warrant illegal, he was conscientiously 
right in resisting it; but he thought he might have done it in 
sucha way as to make it a complete and yet scarely more than 
a nominal resistance. So far therefore he thought Sir Francis 
had acted wrong; but if Sir Francis himself thought otherwise, 
and chose to make a mofe stubborn resistance, Ministers ought 
to have been prepared for it, The Rt. Hov. Gent. might en- 
deavour to throw all the blame on the Serjeant at Arms. But 
could the House be in the least degree surprised at his hesitat- 
ing to execute the Warrant that he knew would be resisted; 
in the doing which, if a death ensued, he rendered him- 
self liable to an indictment for murder, when the learned 
late Attorney General was the First Lord of the Treasury, and 
the other learned Gentleman near him, who had quitted the 
law for political pursaits, as well as the learned Secretary of 
State, were all so unprepared as to the law of the sabject, that 
the learned late Attorney General, on the Saturday evening, 
advised the Serjeaut to take the opinion of the present Attor- 
ney General, which was not given till Sunday night; and yet 
they expected the Serjeant to know more law than all of them 
put together. He hoped Gentlemen would not hereafter catch 
at any pamphlets or writings that might be published on the 
present subject, and, like a late Member of that House, be in- 
duced to bring forward such miserable publications as that of 
Gale Jones, which had laid the foundation of those barsh mea- 
sures which had taken place, and the various miseries and mis- 
fortunes that had been the consequence of them. If his Hon, 
Friend behind bim (Mr. Cuarwen) and others, would rally 
roand the Government, he hoped they would not put the sword 
into the hands of the present Ministers, WhO were mere ¢hil- 
dren of imbecility, and altegether unable to wield it for any 
worthy purposes. Ife hoped no time would be lost in making 
inquiries into the resultof the law melancholy events, that the 
deaths which had unhappily taken place sheoold be carefully 
inquired into, and causes ascertained; and when this was 
done, he heped the House would adopt some measure to con- 
vince the people they were alive to every thing which might 
unfortunately have produced the death of a citizen, in conse- 


quence of any thing emnvating from the proceedings — 


of the Mouse; Me must prefer the motion for adjournment to 
the Resolutien of the Right Hou. Gentleman. If Sir Franzis 
Burdett sbould see his error, and petition the House, he thought 









me 


all traces of animosity should be done away, and this Letter 
should never be remembered nore. a 
7 Lord TEMPLE conceived Ministers entirely to blame, an 

looked upon them as answerable for ali the blood that had 
heen shed, and all the lives that had been lost. As to the 
he should prefer that of the Right Hon. Gentleman, 
because it took notice of Sir F. Burdett’s letter to the Speaker, 
a< an aggarvation of the offence, and might be produced as a 
bar to any petition or other application ta the House for his 


moLlons, 


release ‘ ties 
The ATTORNEY Generar said, that Ministers certainly 


did not expect that sort of resistance to the Warrant which it 
had experienced. They might have expected resistance from 
abroad, but not from the Hon, Baronet himself, after he had 
acknowledged the right of the House te commit its own Mem- 
hers. Had he been in the place gf the Serjeant at Arms, he 
vould have broken open the dooggt once. The Serjeant, too, 
had been twice admitted into tM presence of Sir Francis, 
when he might have arrested.4fim without any such violence. 
Ministers bad acted with the utmost propriety, and were no 
more te blame than the Hon, Gentlemen opposite. 

Sir S. Romituy was one of these who thought the first 
Letter and Argument of Sir F. Burdett was not an affence 
cognizable by the Heuse, and therefore he could net now 
vote that his subsequent Letter was an ‘* aggravation” 
of that offence. At. the same time, he thought the 
Letier a gross impropriety, and he was also astonished at the 
whole conduct of Sir Francis since the Vote of Commitment. 
iad the Hon, Baronet gone immediately to prison, he would 
have had all his legal remedies just as open to him as they now 
were, after all his obstinate resistance, and after all the fatal 
consequences that had resulted from it, Some Gentlemen thought 
that the dignity of the House had been supported by the late 
proceedings: this he could not at all perceive; and as to the 
improvidence of Ministers, it was idle to attempt to get rid of 
the charge. 

Capt. Parker said something about abetting treason and 
rebellion; he was for expelling Sir Francis at once, and he 
was quite sure the Electors of Westminster would never elect 
him again ! 

Lord Porcnester, though he disapproved of the conduct 
of Ministers, thought the behaviour of Sir Francis, from be- 
ginning to end, could not be too severely reprobated, 

Mr. SterpHen thought Ministers were hardly dealt by, in 
being found fault with on a question to which they were not 
parties. It was not their duty to direct the Serjeant as to the 
mode of executing the warrant, 

Mr. C. W. WYNNE, on the contrary, contended, that it 
was the peculiar duty of Ministers to have instructed the Ser- 
Jjeant at Arms how to have proceeded, They bad suffered the 
mob to possess themselves of Piccadilly for two days, and to 
attack houses of many individuals ;-nor did they think of call- 
ing out the Military till Downing-street was threatened. 

Mr. J. C. BengsForp was convinced the Hon. Baronet 
bad published his Letter in furtherance of his long-settled wish 
to produce a Revolution. The Electors of Westminster would 
bot again re-elect that sanguinary Gentleman; and, if he 


‘Chought it would be agreeable to the House, he would vote for 


his expulsions. 

Lord Mitven thought this Letter te the Speaker was a 
great aggravation of the Hon. Baronet’s offence, 

Mr. Lyrreetos blamed the conduct of Ministers; but, at 
the same time, he was compelled to declare that he thought the 
behaviour of Sir Francis highly criminal in resisting far deur 
days the authority of the House. He regfetted to be obliged 
10 say 80, considering the esteem he had felt for the Honour- 
able Baronet, Those Gentlemen who had observed the win- 
nibg manners and amiable qualities of the Hon. Baronet would 
believe that the seutiments he was now compelled to utter were 
wrung from him. He could not pass by the implied promise of 
the Hon. Baronet made to the Serjeant, which he had for- 
feited. He had lived on terms of friendship with that Hon, 
Baronet; but this was an act so wholly, uaworthy of him, 
that he must for ever abjure him either as & private or a poli- 
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tical friend. Sir Fratcis Burdett, from the first to the last 
moment of his obstinate resistance, had been attended in his 
house by the brother of a votorious and avowed trailor. This 
he could not easily forgive him, He was far, indeed, from in- 
ferring the treason of one brother from the treason of another, 
He did not mean by any means to say that Mr. Roger O’Con- 
nor was atraitor, But if, what was impossible, he had been 
in the situation of Sir Francis Burdett, he should not have as- 
sociated with any man to whom suspicion could attach; he 
should not have been attended by the brother of Arthur O'Con- 
nor, that vile traitor, who employed himself in writing, ina 
paper published in the Eaglish language at Paris, the most 
foul, faise, and scandalous libels upon the British) Government 
and Nation; a paper printed inthe English language, no doubt 
witha view to be circulated in these realms. Was this the 
manner, by the introduction of foreign libels and treasons, that 


| the liberty or public spirit_of the country was to be asserted 


and animated? He should vote for the Ameudmert as the 
stronger measure, 

Mr. C, Hutrcutnson had voted for the liberation of Mr, 
Jones, and was still of opinion, with deferevce to the House, 
that the argumeyt addtessed by the Ihon. Baronet to his Con- 
stituents was net in violation of the privileges of that House, 

Lord Cocunranr did not consider the House as having a 
right to commit Mr. Jones, whatever authority they may 
claim over their own Members, He could not admit that they 
were authorised to break open Sir Francis Burdett’s house to 
secure his person, With respect to the question before the 
House, there were several expressions inthe Hon, Baronet’s 
Letter not necessary to be used, expressions he would call im- 
proper ; nay, he would go farther, and admit they were cen- 
surable; but there were sufficient means of punishing the au- 
thor, without recurring to an exertion of privilege. He could 
not agree with some Hon. Gentlemen thatthe Government de- 
served to be reprobated for not having acted more promptly. 
On the contrary, he considered them as deserving of praise for 
their humanity and moderation. He was informed that when 
his Hon, Colleague’s house was forced, the military were the 
firstto enter, That was-not a way in which the orders of the 
House of Commons ought to be executed. He would vote for 
any motion that would enable the Ilouse to get rid of the 
question, m 

Mr. Batnursr wished that it should be made part of the 
motion, that the ohject of the Hotse having been gained by tlie 
imprisonment of the Hoa. Baronet, it did not think proper to 
proceed further, . 

Sir C. Burrecet was astonished to hear any imputations 
thrown upon the military, whose condygt had been most exem- 
plary. Their forbearance of the disgraceful insults offered to 
them by a rascally moh, deserved the highest’ commendation, 
There was not one decent man to be found among those whe 
engaged in these scandalous scenes. There was, however, it 
would seem, no waut of assassins among the vilecrew. Last 
nightan officer was fired at in the purlieus of the House bya 
scoundrel ; the ball passed through his hat, and had well nigh 
annihilated him. He condemned the conduct of Sir Francis 
Burdett from first to last, 

Sir T. Onve expressed his disapprobation of Sir F. Bur- 
dett’s conduct, 

Mr, Witserrorceand Mr, BoY ur joined in the censure, 

After the question had been put, Strangers were excluded for 
a considerable time. On re-admission, the House was engaged 
in the discussion of an Amendmeut, of which no less than three 
had been moved, Mr. Whitbread proposed that the word 
*¢ flagrant” should be substitated for ** aggravation,” for the 
purpose of producing unanimity.—After much discussion, Mr. 


W hitbread’s suggestion -was adopted by the Chancelior of the 


Exchequer, who observed, that throughout the whole course 
of the debate, not a single Member lifted up his voice in de- 
fence of the conduct of Sir Francis Burdett,’ It was thew 
agreed, that the Letter of Sis F, Burdett to she Speaker 
should not be entered on the Journals, saiik neaae the 
amendments should appear on them, It was then resolved, 
nemine contradicente, ** That the Letter was a high and flag~ 
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gtaot breach of the privileges of that House; bot, as it ap- 

eared fron the evidence of the Serjeant at Arms that the Or- 
der of the House had been executed, the House did not think 
it proper to proceed farther.”’—K djourned. 


Wednesday, April Vi. 
Nuthing of tterest occurred in the House to-day. 


Thursday, Apri! 12. 

The Bill for removing Smithfield Market from its present 
sitnation, on its second rending, was thrown out by a majority 
of 17. 

ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. Caucnart broaght forward his motion respecting the 
negligence of the Board of Ordnance in not having taken from 
their late Treasurer security for the faithful discharge of his 
trust. By this culpable negiect, the public had ambeaianil e loss 
of 10,000). The balance now against Mr, Hunt was 93,296). 
Mr. Calcraft then proposed six Resolations on the subject, the 
object of which was to censure the Master-General and the 
Beard of Ordnance. 

A long discussion ensued. Mr. Prencr vee and his parts 
commended, that though the Board had beea soview hat remiss, 
yet the chief blame rested upon their Secretary, Mr. 
but Mr. Crewe, at the same time, was such a meriiorious 
that it would be very harsh to visit him with severe cen- 


Crewe. 


nm! fi- 


eer, 
sure. —Mr, Poxsonay and his party, on the other hand, 
maintained, that Mr. Crewe had done his duty in de Seaitiees! 


secarity from Mr. Hunt, and thai the Be 


ird alone were to blame> 


; 
‘ 


in not seeing that security evtered npou.—Ms. Batucnsr,! . 


jodeed, asked, ** What wonld the country think, if the House 
should itself determine to screen offences of this nature ?’’ But 
the couvtry has ne occasion to think any more upon such sub- 
jects: tt knows very well what the House will do, and what 
it will not do.—After much talking, the follawipng Resviution 
was agreed to:—* That it is the opinion of this Howse, the 
Masier-Gereral and Board of Ordnanre bave been guilty of an 
omission of duty, in beglecting to take security fram Joseph 
Hunt, Esq. Member of this House and late Tréasurer of the 
Ordoance, in conformity to the instrochions oader which they 
act.”"—The Oppasition Party waagted a stronger vote of cen- 
sure, bat to this Ministers would not agree, and the previous 
question was therefore proposed “and carried by a Jarge ma- 
jutity for so thin a Louse.— Adjourned, 

Friday, April b3. 

The South London Water-works Bill, ona division, was 
thrown out by a majerity of 26. 

Sir S. Rowitty gave notice that he should move on Mon- 
day for the discharge of Mr. J. G, Jones, 

Seme conversation took place between Mr, Catcrarr, 
Mr. A. Cooren, Mr. Peracevar, and Mr. Ponsonpy, 
relative to the Ordnance Department.—The Gentlemen of the 
Opposition, who had ebarged the Ordnance Board with neg, 


lect in not taking security in the case of Mr. Elunt, were in 
their turn accused by Ministers of similar neglect when 
in office, iw the case of Mr. Ridge and Mr, he opkinsen, 


Agents of the Board,—This was denied by Mr. Catcrarr, 
who moved for papers an the subject, which were ordered.— 
Nothing purticular appeared, except that the people have 
been most grossly robbed, which is nothing new. 


LETTER FROM SIR FRANCIS BURDETT. 


The Sreaxea said he had received a Letter 


Francis Burdett,” which he would read, if it was the | 
pleasure of the House. The House asseuting, he read as fol- 
lows :— 


“ro THE RIGHT HWOS. CHARLES ABROT, SPEAKER OF 
THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

* Sia—You having, oo or about the 9th of April inst. 
forcibly broke and entered the dwelling-house of me, the un- 
dersigned Francis Burdett, siiuate in Piceadilly, in the parish 
of St, James's, Westminster, in the county of Middlesex ; and 
having als» onthe Gis day of April caused me to be appre- 
hended and anlawfully committed to a certain prison, called his 
Majetiy's Tower of Londen, to be there imprieoned, and as yet | 





signed | 


| &c, the tythes amounted to 500,0001, a- year. 





kept and detained me im prison there, without any feasonatil- 
or probable cause whatsvever : [ do therefore, according ty 
the form of the statute in such cases made and provided, heretiy 
give you ootice that I shall, at or sooo after the expiratien of 
oue calendar month, froin the time of your being served with 
tlris notice, cause a Bill to he filed against you in his Majesty's 


Court of King’s Bench at Westminster, aad a writ of saminons 
to be therefore sued out of his Majests’s Court of King’s Bauch 
at Westmiustér against you, at my suit, for the said trespass 
and false imprisonment ; and shall proceed against you, there. 
fore, according tolaw. Your's, &c. 
** Frascts Borpetr.” 
** Dated the 12th day of April, 1810,” 


A short conversation tonk place, when if was agreed that 
he Letier should be entered tpoa the Journals of the House, 
SECURITIES. 

Leave was given to bring ina Dili for regplating the Secy. 
rities given by Perseus holding Places ef Trust.—This Bill 
was introduced in cousequence of the defaleation of Mr. Hunt, 
—Sir J, NewPpore very properly costended, that the true 
way of preventing futuge transgressions, would be by punish- 
ing the past: he thought # rather a curious circumstance that ‘ 
the law-makers sheuid be the first law-breakercs.—Vr, Per- 
CEVA, however was of opinion, that this Bill would prave a 
sovereign remedy for alberrors, 
IRIS FYTHES, 
Mr. Parwece called the attention of the Touse to the 
tate of tythesin Ireland. The population of freland amount- 
ed to five willions; of that namber four millions were Catho- 
lies, and the half of the remainder was composed of Protestant 
Disseaters abd Quakers: in one word, if the whole Was di- 
vided into ten parts, one out of that ten would not belong to 
those whom the rest were obliged to maintaio, besides having 
their own clergy also to provide for, It was this s) stein for 
which be wished to propose some remedy. Botlt Catholics 
and Prowestants were anxious for relief; the Protestant clergy 
themselves wished for an wlteration ta the inode of collecting 
the tythes. In Ereland, though the poor were obliged to de- 
pend solely for subsistence on their littie tenemeuts of land, yet 
the poorest labourers were subject to the payment of tythes, 
even if they pai taxes to the King. The Protestant clergy 
being thus suppofted by the pogr, it gave rise taevery species 
of misery, The clergy, fearing resistance, consigned the col- 
lection of their dues to others, whe, from their severity and 
tyranny, were better able to accomplish the business, This 
gave rise to mobs and insurrections, which gave being to endless 
laws on the sobject, There was no mode of redress, for every 
application fer that purpose was deemed a conspiracy, Sach 
a system, he contended, was highly injurious to the interests of 
acricolture, His chief objects were,—that the House should 
instilute an inquiry into the subject,s—that the poor should be 
exonerated,—and that the Protestant clergy should have.a re-, 
compence, instead of compelling the Erish Catholics to support 
them by tithes. His plan was simple: the first step would be 
to uscertain the value of the benefices, and then allow the 
clergy the nett amount of their income bw means of ‘a tax, ia 
lieu of tithes. He believed the number of Protestant clerzy- 
men in Lreland amounted to 130) If the whole revenue was 
divided, they would have about 1501. a-year each, in all 
195,0001, which, with 20,000 acres ef glebe land, would am- 
ply compensate them, By the present mode, which gave rise 
to all the outrages commitied by the Thrashers, White Boys, 
This measure, 
he thought, would conciliate all ranks; the clergy would be 
no lounger degraded by being dependent for support on the 
poorest of the people, who would be at once relieved from 
the impositions of the Proctor and Tythe-farmer, Mr. Pitt 
| bimself had strongly objected to the present tithe system, the 
amelioration of which was one of the great advantages held 
out wheo the Union was effec.ed.—Mr. Parnell concluded by’ 
moving for a Comanitee to take the subject into ianmediate 
consideration, 
Mr, W. Pet coald assure the House that @overament had 












jong bent their attention to the evils of the Tythe System in 
Ireland ; but none of the plans yet suggested were calculated 
ty remedy the grievances, The mode of letting land in Ire- 
jand, by cant, that is, to the highest bidder, he deemed a 
greater source of oppressign than even the Tythes. He did 
n it think the plan proposed would lessen any of the evils, or 
be at all acceptable to the Irish. Next Session, should he be 
in office, he intended to propose something to the House on this 
subject, which he hoped would be of service 5; and he there- 
fore objected to the appointment of a Committee, which might 
only serve to taise a flame of expectation in Ireland, whici it 
would be difficult te allay, 

Sir Joun Newport deemed the inattention of Ministers 
to the wants of Ireland a gross breach of those pledges given 
by Lord Castlereagh and Mr, Pitt, when they accomplished 
the Union. He could prove how this business was managed 
by the Noble Lord,—how the Catholics had received a solemo 


promise in one room, while a differeat promise was made to | 


the Protestants in another,—and how both these promises had 
been most shamefully violated ;—how, in fact, the Noble 
Lord had 

“© Kept the word of promise to the ear, 

‘© Aud broke it to the hope.” 
After expatiating on the flagrant delusion practised on the 
Irish people, Sir John Newport drew a lively picture of the 
vile practices of the Tythe Proctors, who collected the poor 
people at a public-house, and after making them intoxicated 
at ‘their own charge, obtained their signatures to agreements 
which they did not comprehend, but which they took good 
care to enforce through the medium of some pettyfogging at- 
torney, who shared in the spoil, He concluded by exhorting 
the House to take up the subject without delay. 

Mr. M. Firzceraup, Mr. Ilersperr, Mr. GRATTAN, 
Geo. MattHEW, and Mr, WILBERFORCE, approved of the 
appointment of a Committee; but it was opposed by Sir G, 
Hitt, Mr. Fosrer, Mr. Percevar, and Dr. DuiGNan, 
who was the only Member in the House who thought proper 
to defend the conduct of the Tythe Practors.—On a division, 
the Ministers, as uswal, had a majority of 21 in their favour, 
there heing 48 for the motion, and 69 against it. 

On a motion of Mr, Cunwen, 20001. were voted to Capt. 
Manby, for his invention of shooting a rope from a distressed 
siip to the shore, by which means many lives had been saved. 
After which, the Honse adjourned till Monday. 

A mem ae 
TUESDAY'S LONDON GAZETTE. 


BANKRUPTS., 
A. Fallon, Hart-street, Bloomsbury, wine-merchant, 
8. E. Mellor, Liverpvol, cotton-dealer, F 
J. Forrest, Chester, cottori-dealer, 
R. Mayhew, Stutton, Suffolk, miller. 
J.T. Serres, Queen-street, picture-frame-dealer, 
r. Palmer, Bristol, working-goldsmith. 
Ty. Heoker, Mary-le-bone-street, Portland-place, grocer. 
W. G. Russell, Fleet-market, dealer, 
. Drury, Canterbury, victualler. 
(. Prance, Swansea, Glamorganshire, linen-draper. 
J. Lucas, Gromsgrove, Worcestershire, dealer io timber- 
G. Auderson and G. H. Lades, wharfiogers, Tooley-street. 
A. White, Westmoreland-place, City-road, mercliant. 
1. Brandon and’S, Cortissos, Leadenhall-street, merchants. 
SATURDAY’S LONDON GAZETTE. | 
Downing Street, Aprit 14, 1810. 
act of & Letter froin Viscount Wellington to the Earl of 
Liverpool, dated Vigo, March 28, 1810. 
m The French corps under the command of Marshal Ney, and 
_'At under Loison, and Kellerman’s corps, are in Old Castille, 
_~ in positions on the Tormes, with their advanced posts upon 
> Agueda. The advanced pusts of the British army, under 
“''gadier General Cranfurd, are likewise wpon the Agueda,’ 
tad between that river and the Coa, 


Exatr 


account of the business, which from it’ mihuter 
‘geems to have been wriltén on good information, :hys 
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The French attacked the post at Barba del Puerco, which 
was occupied by four companies of the 95th regiment, undef 
Lieut.-Col. Beckwith, on the night of the 19th just. 

Immediately opposite Barba del Puerco, on the other side 
of the river, in the Felices, aud hetween these two villages the 
only bridge on the Agueda below Ciudad Roderigo; and the 
recent fail of rain bad filled the river, which was nowhere ford- 
able. The enemy had collected a brigade of infantry at Sajat 
Felices, and crossed the bridge with 600 men after dark ; keep- 
ing the remainder an the other side. These followed the piquet 
of the 95th up from the bridge, and immediately made their 
attack ; but they were repulsed with the loss of two officers 
aud seven men killed, and stx prisoners and thirty firelocks. 

[ am sorry to add, that Lieut. Mercer of the 95th, and three 
men, were killed, and ten were wounded in this affair; which 
was highly creditable to Col. Beckwith, and displayed the 
gallantry and discipline of the officers and treeps under his 
command, The Adjutant-Lieutenant Stewart distinguished 
himself, 

[This Gazette contains also accounts of the capture of the 
Navatrois French privateer, Of 16 guns and 132 men, bythe 
Rhin, Capt. Maleolm:—and the Tilsit French privateer, of 
18 guns, and 64 men, by the Drake sloop, Capt. Mounshei, } 


BANKRUPTS. 
J. Stevens and EF, Baker, Whitcombe-street, brewers, 
J. Ball, Adam-street, Adelphi, auctioneer, 
J. Knight, Calne, Wiltshire, clothier aad dyer, 
T, Waller, Canterbury-plice, Lambeth, tallow-chandler, 
T. Boyd, Maida-hill, Edgeware-road, shopkeeper, 


J. Hartley, Manchester, grocer, 


J. Davies, Ledbury, Herefordshire, earthenwareman, 

A. Scott and T. Purvis, St. Mary-Axe, merchants, 

J. Foulkes, Hackney-road, builder. 

W. Reynolds, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire, dealer. 
J.Dongweorth,Commercial-road,and T. Amer, Stepney, builderg 
T. Rippon, Honiton, Devonshire, confeetioner. 








Mr. Witmar, of Isleworth, who did not receive his Exa- 
MINER last Sunday, and was told there was no Paperypub- 
lished that day, is informed, that if he will send the name of 
his Newsman to the Office, proper attention shalb be paid to 
his request. Mr. Witmot has certainly vo right to pay 
for any of the Papers seat him instead of the EXAMINER. 

A QUERIST, next week, 
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Tue reader will find, in another part of this Paper, an pe- 
count of the whoie proceedings relative to the scizure aud 
imprisonment of Sir Francis Borvert, including his Let- 
ter to the Sheriffs, which we have reprinted for such of éue 
readers as may bave had the earlier Exaninensvf last Sgn- 
day. The conduct of the Hon. Baronet, in giving the Ser- 
jeant at Arms a false hope of surrender, in resisting | 

Speaker's Warrant so long, and in writing so contempiupus 
a letter to that gentleman as the one on the 6th inst., bas 
met with much reprehension, even from persons not! ill 
disposed towards him. With regard to the alledged fplse 
hope of surrender held out to the Serjeant, it remains tu be 
proved whether Sir Francis had made up his sping 
as to resisting or not. Sir Francis writes to Mr. Couzyan 
—** J shall be happy to receive you at twelve o’clock.?—~ 
Now Mr. Cotman, who, it seems, hitherto saw no prob:ible 
necessity of employing force, took this very naturally 
an implicd acquiescence of surrender, but the Chronic e's 






that * about sevew e'ciuck in the evening the 
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rowet’s friend, Mr. O'Con<on, went to the Tewer to | apt to be very nice and rigourous in poiut of matter of 


see that preparation should be made to receive him, as 
Sit Francis entertained no doubt but that the next day the 
Setjeant at Arms would come’ with a force to compel xim 
to surrender.” —If this was true, and ifcertain occurrences 
hail not since taken place, one might perhaps account for 
the terms of the Baronet's note, by regarding them as a mere 
returu of the Serjeaut’s politeness to him, and the ** happy 
to réceive” could mean no mere than that Sir Faancis 
would politely receive Mr. Cormsw on that geutleman’s ac- 
cogat, however the Serjeant might be under the necessity of 
calling in force. This, however, is again contradicted by the 
manner in which the Baronct subsequently received Mr. 
Cotman, who was desired tu leave the housg, and at the 
same time told thal he might carry a letter to the Speaker 
containing the Baronct’s ** resolution as to the warrant.” 
Was this resolution subsequent to the note? T am afraid it 
appears so; for afier all, the Baronct did net shew him- 
self at all “ happy,” even in the common polite sense of 
the term, to ** receive” the Serjeant; but barricaded 
the doors against him, and denied him even an inch of re- 
ception. This matter certainly requires, and I trust, will 
hate explanation, Those whe admire Sir Francis for the 
great qualities they think they discern ‘in him, would not 
wilhugly see any one of them lessened even by a trick to 
gais’time, or ay other petty mamauvre, worthy perhaps 
of Mr. Hoawe Tooxe, but certainly not of a man stand- 
ing on such high ground as Sir Francis Bonnett. The 
test and most consistent probability is, that the Baronet 
had not made up bis mind, and though a confession 

of tliis irresvlution might have been aukward, it should 
have been made, I think, to Mr. Coumaw by the time Sir 
Fratcis had wade up his mind; and thus many suspi- 
cient would bave been prevented, which, however Sir 
FPrafors may disregard them in other quarters, he ovght 
to be solicitous of dving away from among his frien:ls. 
As t@ the Letter to the Speaker, I confess I think Sir 
Fraxcis wrong in imputing a disbelief of the warrant’s 
legality to the Speaker himself, who had previously de- 
claved, as weil by word as by deed, that he thought it 
fectly legal, and whose word alone, from what the 
public have seen of his conduct in Parliament, ought 
ceifiainly to be taken as that of an unimpeached 
anil conscientious Gentleman. So far one must re- 
gret, that Sir Frances did not allow to another those 
merits of character, which have been of such public ad- 
vantage to himself. But wid regard to the resistance, 
arid to the contempt of the House of Commons expressed 
foi that letter, we must come to plain matters of fact, and 
tien see whether they were warrantable or not. Mr. Cox- 
maw the Serjeant ac’-d, undoubtedly, ii a very gentlemanly 
maner to Sir Francis, aod under all the cireéumslances 
the case, uaskilled as he is in the law and unconfirmed 

as he was by the lawyers themselves in the legality of 
at he was about, his delay in seizing the Baronet was 
Baturalepough. But to impute this delay to Sir Francis, 
fen it Was so manifestly owing to the irresolution of the 
efjeant, is altogether ubsucd. Sir Francis, it is true, 
re fused voluntary obedience lo the Speaker's warrant, but 
th p first time force was usod against him it succeeded, and it 
‘Te Mains with the Serjeant lo say why it was not uséd sooner. 
T he assertion, that previously to the exercise of force, Sir 
¥ eancis bad tried the question sufficiently to bring it be- 
Suge a court Of justice, is still’to be proved. The law is 


he * 


fact, and bad not Sir Frascrs waited for absolute ford. 
there is no ground for szpposing but that a court of justice 
would have held his submission to be voluntary. For de. 
cency’s sake then, let us hear’ no more of the * blood. 
shed” which ** lies at his door,” and of the * depastatiyns” 
as the poor Posi calls them, to which be has encouraged 
the mob: a patriot, resisting unlawful power, waiting for 
an issue at which he can bring it to it’s trial, and thus 
standing up for the liberties of thousinds ty these and in 
future times, is not to be deterred from his resolution by 
the foolish shew of public danger made by a weak Ministry, 
or by a few wantvn shots, fited without necessity, and at 
the wrong objects,.by an idle and unthinking household 
soldiery. If the blood that has been shed cries out against 
any body, it is*against the men who have shed so much 
English blood’ with so detestable a wantonness all over 
Europe—against the framers of Spanish arid Dutch ex- 
peditiogg—-against ‘the Ministry, who sent away our 
friends and relations to rot into pestilential graves, retus- 
ing them succour in their extremity, and even death 
in ‘their native land. . As to the contempt,’ which Sit 
Francis expresses for the House of Commons, can any 
body forget, that the House which he despises, is the 
same House that, the: other day, sanctioned these 
odious. proceedings. of the Ministers? . Can any body 
forget, that it is the game .House which refused to 
take nolice of ‘the market of it’s own seats,—which 
declared the Duke of York ianocent—which has--bowed 
to the meanest and mest miserable set of’ Ministers that 
this country éver knew,—and which declared that it saw 
no reason to dismiss or even to blame them for the wan- 
ton slaughter of thousands of our countrymen? Why, 
some of the very men who have been fearful enough or 
forgetful enough to reproach Sir Frawess for his con- 
tempt, have expressed, over and over again, their ows 
contempt for this very House in the House itself. How 
often do we hear the oppositionists wondering at the ma- 
jorities, and anticipating the indelible disgrace the House will 
bring upon itself if it accede. to such and such a trick of 
the Ministry. In fact, is it not the commonest custom in 
the House for a decent member to get up and preface what 
he is going to say with the heaviest deaunciations on the 
characler of the House, provided his motion does not 
succeed? Does his motion ever succeed? And ought not 
these Members then to stand by their word, and their pro- 
mises of contempt, instead of reprobating the only man 
who has the courage and consistency to do so? I willdo . 
my best itt a week or two to collect some of the contemp- 
tuous expressions used on these occasions by all the leading 
men of the House, and then ask the reader what he 
thinks ef their authors, $. 

A new treaty between the Emperor Naroueon and his 
brother Loos, was signed at .Paris the 16th of March 
last, by which the King of Hotrawo consents to maintain 


a 


~ 


18,000 men to enforce the French commercial prohibi- 
tions,—cedes_ to France Dutch Brabant and the whole of 
Zealand,—agrees to keep up nine sail of the line, six 
frigates, and 100 armed vessels, during the war,—and, in 
a word, Holland pledges itself to extirpate what Fravce 
calls the contrabaudetrade.—-For all this, Naroceow p 

mises to guarantee the integrity of the Dutch 510 
such as they are left by this act of spoliation. — 
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The Stamp Duty upoa Mr. Cavenpsa’s Will amounted 
to 42,01 Ot. : 

The Duke of Sussex, with a party of the Loyal North 
Rritous, were on duty at their Orderly Room, in Cross- 
street, Hatton-gardea, op Sunday night, when his Royal 
Highness most graciously inspected their cartouch-boxes 
with a lighted pipe in his mouth. 

4 scene of some interest took place on Thursday even- 
ing at a public- -house in Fleet-street. A private in the 
Queen's Bays, who. had arrived in town from Canterbury, 
in consequence ofthe riots, was selling in the room, when 
» female entered to order something for the family in 
whose service she was. They immediately recognised 
each other as husband and wife! They were married 
about 11 years ago, and for 10 years, during which time 
the husband had been in active service at home and abroad, 
and had received many wounds, they had not even heard 
from each other... The wife afterwards brought their sen, 
a boy about 10 years of ages: but the lad, perhaps asto- 

nished at his father’s dress; .would not shake hands with 
him, allezing that he did not know hin. © This refusal 
much affected both father and mother. They are a very 
comely couple, in the prime of life. 


SIR FRANCIS BURDETT. 
IB I 
A NARRATIVE OF THE PROCEEDINGS IN. THRE SRREST OF 
SIR FRANCIS: BURDETT, SARTs PROM THE PASSING OF 
THE VOTE FOR RIS COMMITMENT, TO HIG ‘ENTRANCE 
INTO DHE TOWER. 


On Friday morning, the 6th instan antant tlt pastrreho cipek, y 


as soon. ag the division was kuown, Mr, Jones Burdett, accom- 
panied By Mr@'Cunner, who had remaiued @l_night at the 
House of C oftmens, set of) ina ost-chatse to. Wimbledou, ‘nod 
informed Sit Francis Burdett of she result. ‘Six Francis jumé- 
diately mounted his horse and tede to town, the other two re- 
turned in the chaise, Sir Fyancis found a letter on his table 
from Mr. Colman, the Serjeant at Arms, acquainting him that 


he had“received a Warrant, signed by the Right Hen. the } 


Speaker of the House of Commons, to arrest and convey him to 
the Tower, and he begged to know when he might wait on him; 
that it was his wish.te shew him the utmost respect, tad there- 
fore, if he preferred to take his horse and ride to the Tower, he 
would mect him there,——To this. letter Sir F, Burdett wrote an 
answer tothe following effect :— 

‘* Sin,—-Oa my retaca from Wimbledon I found your polite 
letier, and shall be happy to receive you here at twelve o’ clock 
to-morrow,—TI remain, . Sir, your obedient servant, 

‘* F. J..Colman, Esq. RaNcis Bunpett.” 

* Piccadilly, April 6, 1810. 

Befare this letier. could be delivered, Mr, Colman. came to 

Sir Francis’s house, and-told him he had a-warrant to arrest 


THE EXAMINER 





with Sir Francis; and he hoped that he would now submit to 
be his prisoner. 

Sir Francis answered; that he was sure the Speaker would 
not, upon consideration, think bim to blame; for that it would 
not have been ia his power to remain with eta as, without 
any personal offence to him, he (Sir Francis) would not are 
permitted him to remain. 

The Serjeant at Arms said, ** I shall be obliged, Sir} t@ re 
sort to force, as it is my duty to execute the warrant,” 

Sir Francis answered, ** if you bring an overwhelming force, 
[ must submit; bat I dare not, from my allegiance to the King, 
and niy respect for.his laws, yield.a voluntary submissio® to 
such a warrant— it is illegal.” 

The Serjeant again urged him to permit him to remain with 
him, 

Sir Francis said, ‘* Yeu must leave my house; but I have 
written a letter to the Speaker, which, if you please, yaa may 
take with you, and deliver it—it contains my resolution us to 
your warrant.” 


e The Serjeant begged leave to dectine taking charge of any 
such letter: be said he bad already incurred blame by nat exe- 


ea, ding the warrant, and he should be considered as more criminal 

if'he carrieduby letter in contradiction to it; and he withdrew. 
"Sig Francis then sent the letter by his own son, Robert Bur- 

dett, a youth of 14, aad his brother, Mr. Jones Bardett,) te 

the Speaker; and it was accordingly delivered at ten o'clock at 

vight.—[ For thatletter, vide ‘proceedings in the Hous 

muons, 

Ip Fre course ef this night much tumultuary indignation | was 

capressed by the people—windews were broken, and @ ry 

general disposition to riot was manifested, — 

Ono Sunday moraing Sir Francis break fasted at the house of 
his friend, Mr. O’Counor, iv Maddox-street, Hanever- 
after breakfast they walked to Half Moon-sireet, w 
Francis mounted bi y andtouk a ride in the 

edvorly by a Ou Mr. O' Connie 
Sir "s house adil ys. he fou: 
sengersof.the Mouse of Commons waiting for oi 
said he had the warrant for his arrest in hjs pocket, and he 
wished to see bim, as be had orders Lo renain with: bin Oa 
Sir Francis’s retarn, he found in his room a.number 
waiting for bim, and be was.told of the Messenger ae 
He desired him to be shewn ep. ; 

** Well, my good friend (suid. Sir. Francis), what: ie yous 
business ??” . is A 

Mess.—‘ Sir, { 2m desired-to shew you the order. of the 
House of Commons, upon which the warrant is issued—to serve 
that warrant upon you, and to remain with you.” 

He delivered the warrant te Sir Francis, which be read, and 
put it ia his pocket, It is as follows+- 

“ Veneris, 6°, die A rc 

66 ‘Whereas the House of Commons hath cede dite 
that Sir Francis, Burdett, Baronet, who has admitted | 
Letter, signed * Francis Burdett,’ and a further pact of a 
intituled, * Argument,’ in Cobbett’s Week Besitr o Mae 


24, 1810, was printed by his story (bie ee a 
a 


guinent the said House has resol 












ae Sie Francis said he had received bis letter, and had writ- | dalous Paper, reflecting on the oe ~~ and wali ee 


wer, im which he told him that he weuld be ready to | said House), has been 


real him the ext day at twelve o'clock ; upon which Mr. 
Colman politely bowed and withdrew, 


Ahout seven o'clock in the evening his friend, Mr..O’Connor, | be, for his said offe 
went to the Tower to see that preparation should be made to onda ss Theat ore, 


receive him, as Sir+Francis no doubt but that the 


next day the Serjeant at Arms would coe whan etre acon: with a 
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‘* Sie Faancts.—** My friend, this is not a sufficient warrant. 
You may return and inform the Speaker that I will not obey 
7 

Mess.—** Sir, it is my orders to remain with you, and I 
must obey, unless I am forced to withdraw. 

Sir Faancts.—** You oust instantly withdraw.” 

He was accordingly shewn down stairs by Mr. O’Connor, — 
The persov wished force to be used. Mr. O'Connor said, ** there 
is the door open for you; you must go; but it is not my prac- 
tice to be so uacivil asto lay violent hands on any ene, and I hope 
you will not make it necessary new.” 

The Messenger bowed and retired. 

Between twelve and one o’clock a troop of the Life Guards 
arrived, and were drawn up before the House of Sir Francis, 
and their horses were made to prance about on the foot pave- 
ment as well as in the sireet, for the purpose of dispersing the 
pevple. There was much hissing. In dbout a quarter of an 
hoer Mr, Read, the Magistrate, arrived. He mounted a dra- 
goon horse and read the Riot Act,and warned all people peace- 
ably to depart. The Guards were then planted across Picca- 
dilly from Dover-street on the one sidey to Bolton-row on the 
Other, so as to block up the thoroughfare. Mr. Jones Burdett 
Was nut suffered to pass through the line to his dinner until he 
procured a constable, During all this time Sir Francis was at 
home with his family. His colleague, Lord Cechrane, Mr. 
O'Connor, and Mr. Jones Burdett, dived with him. 

In consequence of this demonstration of military force, he 
wrote the following Requisition to the Sheriffs of Middlesex, 
which was delivered into tre hands of Mr. Sheriff Wood in the 
atreel i— 

* Genriemes ,—tn furtherance of an attempt to deprive 
me of my liberty, under the authority of an instrament which I 

‘kiewW to be illegal, viz. a Warrant by the Speaker of the 
Howe of Commou:, my house is, at this moment, beset by a 
military force. Ac I am determined never w yield a voluntary 
obedience ta an act contrary to the laws, Lam resolved to resist 
the execution of such a Warrant by alllegal means in my power; 
and as you are the Constitutional Officcrs appointed ta protect 
the inhabitants of your Bailiwick from violence and oppression, 
from whatever quarter they may come, I make this requisition 
«o you, Gentlemen, to furnish me with your aid with which fle 
Laws have provided you, either by calling out the Posse Comi- 
datus, or such other as the case and circums' ances may require. 
It is for you to consider, how far you may be liable, should I, 
by an unlawful force, acting under an unlawful authority, be 
taken from my house. I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 
your very obedient humble Servant, | | 

(Signed) 
** Piccadilly, Aprit7T, 1810. 
** To Matruew Woon, Esq. and Joun Arkins, Esq. 
** Sheriffs of Middlesex.” 


Mr. Sheriff W vod made personal application to the Speaker, 
as he wished for instruction as to the constitutional line of his 
dity. The Speaker declined giving him advice, The Sheriff 
went in the evening to Sir Francis—promised that he would 
forthwith see his colleague,and retarn to him; and in the mean 
time he siationed a number of Peace Oulicers at Si: Praucis’s 
house, and made the military Femove to a distance on both 
bands. 

The same tumultary desperatiog as on the former night was 
shewh by the populace; but no great mischief was done. The 
multitade called for lights—with this the inhabitants :eadily 
cunplied to save their witdows,—The military ordered them 
to put out their lights, With this toa they complied. The 
populace then made their roands and broke the windows of 
thase who bad removed their lights. This practice went on all 
night; several persons wete must severely wounded, but none 
tavrtally, 

About one o'clock on Sunday morning the two Sheriffs, Mr. 
Wood and Mr, Atkins, waited oa Sir Francis Burdett. °° Mr, 
Sherif Wood declared, he had-we doultt as to the illegality of 
the warrant, sor as to the course which it would be his duty to 
pursue. Mr, Atkins had very eomsiderahle doubts en his mind, 
It was @ subject too lofty for his Comprehension, He thought 
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the warrant must be legal, as it was direcied that the Officer 
of the House of Commons sheuld call in all Mayors, Sheri 
Magistrates, and others, to assist hiay in it’s execution, Bus 
they both declared, that no attempt would be made fo execuje 
the writ beforé Monday, and on Monday morning Mr. Sheriff 
Wood said he would attend with his officers, 

Sir Francis wished the Sheriff to remain in the house to keep 
the peace, and suid he had one spare bed; but Mr. Wood said 
he thought it was not necessary, and they both retired, 

Daring this time the Cabinet and Privy Council had met, 
The opinion of the Law Officers of the Crown had been taken ; 
and orders had been transmitted from the War-Office, in every 
direction, for every regiment within [00 miles of London te 
march to the metropolis forthwith, , 

Sunday passed with mach aunoyance. The troops were sta- 
tioned as before; aspace before Sir Francis’s house was left un- 
occupied; and in this the multitude continued all day, forcing 
all passengers on horseback and in carriages to pull off their 
hats, gnd pelting those who resisted with wud. 

During this day, and on Saturday, Sir Francis was. visited 
by Earl Thanet, Lord Folkstone, Lord Cochrane, Mr. Whit- 
bread, Mr. Coke of Norfolk, Mr. Hanbury Tracey, Mr, Cur- 
ran, the Master of the Rolls in Ireland,-Mr. Wardle, Me, 
Madocks, Mr. Cuthherty Major Cartwright, Col, Riddle, Mr, 
Bosville, &c. &c. Of these, Earl Thanet, Me, Coke, and Me, 
Whitbread, strongly represented to him the propricty of yield- 
ing obediesdce to the warranty as eovugh had been done tw 
constitute a case for the trial ofthe right. Sir Francis said his 
mind was made up on the question, 

On Monday morning he break fasted in his drawing-room on 
the first floor, with Lady Burdett, the Countess of Guildford, 
and Lady Maria, Lady Jane, Lady Georgina North, Més. 
Coutts, his son, his brother, asd Mr. O'Connor, Mr, Coutts 
had just retired. Breakfast was finished, and Sir Francis was 
employed in hearing his son (who had just come from Eton 
School) read and translate Magna Charta, when Mr, O'Con- 
nor observed, a mau’s face at one of the windows; he had 
mouuted by a ladder, had already thrown up the sash, and was 
in the act of entering, in the attempt to do which he brdke two 
panes of glass. Mr, O'Connor ran up to him, Sir Francis 
Burdett called out not to hurt the man, as it would have been 
easy at that moment for Mr, O’Connor, by the mere shifting of 
the ladder, to have precipitated the person jnto the aren, a 
height of at least 20 feet; but he contented himself with putting 
one hand to his breast, and witlr the other shutting the window. 
Sir Francis, his son, and brother, shut duwo all the other 
windews—while they saw an innneuse bed J of troops drawn up 
in the front of the house, During this moment, so alarming to 
the delicacy of the sex, and to the affections of a wife and mo- 
ther, sceing her husband and only son exposed to the possible 
discharge of artillery and musketry, yet all the ladies main- 
feined the most perfect cunstaucy of mind; and hoth in this mo- 
ment, and in the scene that ensued, displayed a courage that did 
honour to their understandings aad their hearts, 

Mr. O’Covnor run down stairs to see if all was safe below, 
He met about twenty men with constables staves’ in their hands. 
They had descended the area, and had burst open a window, 
sashes, frames and all, by which they entered through a smalt 
servant’s room, He asked them What they wanted? They 
answered—Sir Francis Burdett ; was he at home ? - Hereplied, 
that Sir Francis was athome; what did they waot witht him? 
They rasbed up to the drawing-room, where Sir Francis and 
his family, with the ladies, still was, At this time there were 
constables only; the Serjeant at Arms did not shew bimself, 
nor was thete any Magistrate ; but the Serjeant at Arms, Mr. 
Colinan, followed the posse of constables up stairs, and said -— 

Serscant.—** Sir Francis; you are my prisoner, 

Sir Faaneis.—** By what authority do you act, Mr, Ser- 
jeant?) By what power, Sid-have you broken info my beuse 
ie violation of the laws of the land?” 2 «OS 

Seaxseant.—** Sit Francis, Lamacthorised by the warrant 
of Mr. Speaker of the House of Commons.” 

Sir Fuancis,—* I contest the antherity of such a warrant. 


Exhibit to me thé legal warrant upon which you have dared te 


* 








Vilicer 
erit:, 
Bue 


ecule 
herif 


keep 
i said 


et.—~ 
Ken ; 
very 
m te 


sta- 
t un- 
cing 
heir 


ited 
hite 
aT 
Mr, 
Mr. 
le, 

*Id- 

iu 


his 


rd, 


tts 
fas 
on 
it~ 


ad 
vo 


pn 
of 


/ > > 


" aud thea turned up that street, with the exception of two bat- 
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” housé. Where is the Magistrate ?”—(At this time The Foot Guards who had marched along: the orn and 
pemmes istrate, but he afterwards appeared.) through the City arrived:at. Tewer-hill Give minutes before 12. 
there was no ag ees : te nuthority is in my hand— They came down Mark-lane, headed by the City Marshal and 
SERJEANT.—— Bie: a? Ki F the Richt Hon. the | a Civil Odicer. Tiey drew up three deep in the line from the 
Twill read itto you; it is the warrant of the Rig . cae . : .’ T 
Rees he House of Commons ;” (and tere Mr. Colman Tower-gates, which were shut, covering the entrante, en 
Speaker of the ‘arrant; but which he did with great | minutes past twelve, an officer of the 15th Light Dragoens rade 
attempted te ee ee smartly out from Jewry-street, by the further side of the Tri- 
age agrees SF —< T repeat to you, that isno sufficient war- nity House, making. signals for the populace to clear the way. 
nak eck arrest my person in the open street—much Great shouting and scampering. ; 
ns to break open my house, io violation of ali law. If you A quarter past iweive arrived about 20 of the Horse Guards, 
jem £0.5 : at frony his Majesty, or from an Officer of the | who rode up towards the Tower-gates. At the distance of 100 
re ee | jndtoe eee to it; but IL will not yield | yards came about 300 of the 15th Light Dragoons, then about 
Te aia : 4 200 of the Horse Guards, having in the middle ef them the 
” aaiseas “elena Sir Francis, I demand you to yield in the | coach containing Sir Francis Burdett. Per as 
name of the Commons House of Parliament, and T trust you The windows of the coach were ail down; Sir Francis et 
will not compel me to use force. T entréat you to beliéve that | on the right, behind: he sat farward, and was well seen. -As 
I wish to shew you every respect,”’ the procession entered by the further side ef the Triotty House, 
Sir Faanems.—** I tell you distinctly, that I will not vo- | it came on Tower-hill in a serpeatine form, and the nilitary 
luntarily submit t> an unlawful order; and L demand in the | spectacle was very grand, 
King’s uame, and in the name of the laws, that you forthwith This state of things remained for fall half an howt\ the care 
retire from my house,” riage covered by about 200 Horse Guards, theline of the Fuot 
Serscant.—* Theo, Sir, I. must call in assistance and | Guards stretching from it ap Tower-hill, the 13th lining the 
force you to yield.” sides of Tower-hill, to keep off the moby which now began te 
Upon which the constables Jaid hold of Sir Francis. Mr, disperse, 
Jones Burdett and Mr. O’Connor immediately stept up and each The two squadrons of the 15th Light Dragoons opeved right 
took him under anarm, The constables clesed in on all three, | and left, and cleared the ground in all directions, forming a * 
and drew them down stairs, circle, two deep, around the entrance through which the re« <a 
Sir Francis then said, ‘* I protest in the King’s name | mainder of the force, with the prisoner, proceeded without ang eee 
against this violation of my person and of my house. It is su- material interruption; theugh there was mach hooting and 
perior forge only that hurries me out of it, and you do it at your huzzaing—‘* Burdett for ever;’’ ang some who had taken re. ae 
peril.” fuge within the palings, evea pelted the cavairy, who, im turn, " 
The ladies were still present, and betrayed no symptom of | cut at them with their swords, happily without any material 
alarm, no doubt from the confidence which they had in Sir injury on either side. Many ef the mob were, ho weves, forced 
Francis’s temper, and in their persuasion that no outrage beyond |: jnto the Tower-ditch, but without mischief, as there was but 
the actual arrest, would be. committed. In descending the | jiitle water, On the arrival of the carriage af the gate, Sie . 
stairs, Sir Francis hoped that his brother and his friend might | Francis alighted, and was received with the nsual formalities g 


be allowed to accompuny him, which Mr. Colman promised. | the gate was immediately. shut,—Sir -Prancis was admitted, 
A coach was drawn up at the door. It was instantly surrounded | aboyt one o'clock. ‘ ‘ ; 


by cavalry. The Baronet steptiin first, followed by the Ser- 
jeant and a Constable. Mr. Jones Burdett and Mr, O’ Connor 
also got in; bat the latter was taken out, and the cavalcade in- 
stantly set off at a rapid pace. 

The procession moved frora Sir. Francis Burdett’s. hoise in 
the following order:—two squadrons of the 15th Light Dea- 
goons, two trveps of Life Guards, with Mr. Read, the Ma- 
gistrate, at their head—the coach with Sir Francis, two more 
troops of Life Guards, a troop of the 15th Light Dragoons; 
two battalions of Foot Guards, marching in open orders and a 
party of the 15th Light Dragoons forming the rear, Io this 
order they proceeded to Albemarle-street, where they halted, 
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During the whole of this period the populace did not commit — 
much violence; they chiefly vented their cage in hissing and heot- 
ing the troops, and contented themselves on the other hand, 
with hozzaing Sir Francis,—Upon the'feturn of the troops, 
however, several atts of outrage were resorted to by the mul- 
titude, which had continued to increase, The soldiers were pelted 
with mud and’ stones in great quantities, When oppdsite the 
Trinity House they determined to endare the assault no longer, 
and charged the multitude sword in hand, The firing: of the 
carbines and horse pistols became now pretty geveral, and: 
several peuple fell, The contest continued all the way vp Feu- 
church-street, where a shot entered, the shop.of Mr, Guodeve, 
a bvot-maker, and weunded a mao in conversation with Mr, 
Goodeve at the tine. Another shot penetrated into Mr. Phil- 
lips’ carpet werehouse, but did no mischief, Several were 
wounded, amongst them were a podr old bricklayer, in the 
service of Mr, Thomas, shot through thendck ; one person shot 
in the groin dangerously ; Willis, of J ohn-Sireet, Blackfriars, 
through the fooj; another in the arm, carried to Mr, Davis, 
& surgeon on Tower-Hill; and many with sabre wounds, A 
sailor, in Rood-lane, reccived a shot onthe back of the head ; 
a corn-meter in the Minories wounded ; shots entered windows’ 
on the first floors, Tt be Market-day in Murk-Jane, the *, 
place was crowded with ons ab their ovdinar immpy business, 
the balls whistled about their, he 4 pi a _ al et 

The troops returned Sem) 


talions of Foot Guards, who marched forward through Picca- 
dilly, the Haymarket, aud Strand, to the Tower, 

The escort prdceeded along Albemarle-street, Bond-street, | 
Conduit-street, across Hanover-square into Oxford-street, along 
John-street, Great Portland-stréet, Portland-road, the New- 
road, Mary-le-boney by Pentonville, across Islington, along 
tie City-road to Moorfields, from thence by Sun-street into Ald. 
gute High-sireet, and along the Minories to the Tower, . 

The processiog went on at its outset at a quick rate; and 
the capture having been made at an earlier hour than the crowd 
had been tu the habit of assémbling, the evént was not imme- 
diately or generally known. The Baronet had passed up Al- 
bemarle-street, before a cry was set wp—* They have taken 
him—they have dragged him out of his house.” The ery spread 
immediately far and wide ; and an immense crowd svon at 
ed the cavalcade, which inereased to such an extent that, by |. 
tue time Sir Francis reac the Tower,ahe crowd had blocked | 
XP the Minories, and ill the streets in its vicinity, and it be- 
came impossible fcr cart or carriage to pass, Additional pre- 
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parations bad been made ig the cont of a distar dispersed at three o'clock, and at four all was quiet, — | 
bear the Tower, Troops’ were siationed near it, and afresh | “In the éourse of the eveping Lady Burdett, with her sony . 
TY were quartered in the New Mint, Tomer-bple "| which Earl Thanet oecupied, MA mess (e'the: Gavenerng, > 
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“G? jog 
na innocent part of it, between those who pelted and. those 


during this unhappy business, 


,. , 
é Sharpe and Co. 
weenie On ree side of the way a ball entered 





a good small house, with every convceniency. 


Boon ¢-- 


“* Deaw Sin, ‘* Tower, April 9. 


“1 am aetrived safe, and no mischief [ lupe and believe has 


been done to any ‘one, The Soldiers, Magistrates, and Mes- 
sengers, breke imio my house, and took me away by force. I 
receive every attention from Lord Moira, who met me here. 
* Your's traly, ** F. Burpert.” 
‘* Mr. Brooke, Strand.” 








It was not to be expected that men with arms in their 
hands, on being assailed by a mob with mud and stones, 
would have acted wholly without passion; bat the conduct 
of some of the soldiery seems to have been very unjusti- 
fiable indeed.’ The light dragoons and the guards in 
general conducted themselves with much temper and hu- 
ianity ; these gallant fellows had experienced the mise- 
ries Of war on foreign service ; they had cheerfully drawn 
their swords against the enemies of their country, but felt 
great reluctance to shed the blood of their fellow-subjects ; 
they therefore, when assailed, either passed on without 
noticing the people, or made a shew of punishment only, 
_ and fired into the air. But some of the life guardsmen, 


Pd a who have never seen actual service, and are mere parade svl- . 


diets, from all accounts behaved in a far different manner; 


- they were irritable in the extreme; they kept constantly 
Scharging the crowd upon the pavement, singled out, 
-atfack, and pursned many individuals, who had been guilty 
* of no other offence than that of calling out ‘ Burdett for 


ever!” and repeatedly fired directly upon the mob, mak- 
po kind of distinction between the offending and the 


who were only spectators of the scene, or passengers on 
business, 

It is not yet known how many persons have suffered 
W. Bryant, a bricklayer, 
aged 60, received a ball in the throat, at the corner of 
See thing-lane ; he was conveyed to the London Hospital, 
where he soon died; and the Coroner's Jury have re- 
turaed a verdict of “* Justifiable Homicide,” though it.did 
not appear that he had acted in a disorderly manner,—A 
young man named Lane, collecting clerk to a heuse on 
Fish-street-hill, received a ball in his knee : havisig 6001. 
in notes about him, he refused to he carried to the hospi- 
tal, and-not being able to get a coach, he resolutely 
walked to St. Thomas's, in doing which the ball worked 
itself out of bis knee!~—-Another young man received a 
shet-wound in histhigh, and was eunveyed home in a 
coach.—™Mir. Ebdtall, a corn-meter, who had taken no 
part whatever in the scene, while standing” quietly 
in’ the shop of Mr. Goodeve, shoemaker, the corner 
of Mincing-lane, Which he had entered to avoid the 
crowd, was wounded by a shot which entered bis right 
breast: he was taken to the hospital, where he now lics 
in a very étite.—It was in Mark-lane and 

that the g' coufusi prevailed : there 
| bullet-holes in the walls of the house of Messrs. 

near which maily Were 


the picture-shop window, but fortunately missed Ahe fa- 
mily. A number of shot-holes appear about the premises 
of Messrs, Danvers, in Cooper's-rowy near which three 


persons were wounded,—one in the lower part of the bedy, } . 


wnother in the shoulder, and she third in thearm. Sederal 


ethers were lakeo beine ip coaches, of whom sothing 


Sir Francis wrote 
the following letter to Mr. Brooke in the course of tite after- 


THE EXAMINER. 
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more has been beard.—A corresponilent says thatthe sOn 
of a Mr. 7; right, in Warwick-strect, a young man abogt 
18 years oi tage, articled to an altorney in Jermyn-sirees, 
while proceed: 4 on his way home, Was wW< unded by a 
shot in George-court, Piccadilly; aad adds, that a man 
of such fine feelings as- Mr. Lethbridge (whom he fooks 
upon as the original causo of these disasters), will no doubt 
wait upon Mr. Wright, and make some coimpensatiog to 
his wounded son, whe lies dangerously il. 

Taomas Esrace, citizen aod musician, isa young man 
about 24 years of age, who, in August last, volupicered 
his services to assist in landing his Majesty’s forees on the 
island of Walcheren. He was at the reduction of Flushing, 
acting in the most gallant manner, and on his réturn, ob- 
tained as a reward an appointment iit the ‘Corn Meter’s 
Office. ‘To add to the excruciatitig pain of a ball met yet 
extracted from the breast of this loyal citizen, bY various 
reports it has beeu attempted to deprive him of <huracter, 
which, coming to his knowledge, and feeling conscious of 
his innucence, he expressed. great desire to his mother, as 
well-as to others, that he may, while yet al ve, be allowed 
to make an affidavit of his innocence. He has therefore 
made oath— 

*¢ That I did not molest nor provoke the military, either by 
throwing bricks, stones, dirt, &c, or by hooting and hissing 
atthem, or by any other means whatever, nor {did I give en- 
couragement to others to do so.” 

Troops from all parts of the country were ordered to 
march to towu, some of which have entered it, and still 
remain. The volunteers who mustered have been dis- 
missed ; they were by no mcans numerous, 

The Kine has issued two Proclamations on the subject 
of the late tumults. , Tlie first is dated the 10th instant, 
and sets.out with observing, that “a great numberof 
disorderly persons have, during the last four days, assem 
bled themselves together in a riotous and tamultaous man- 
ner, and have been guilty of many acts of outrage, having 
attacked the houses of many of our loyal subjects in seve- 
ral parts of our City of Westminster, and having fired at 
and wounded several of our subjects employed. ‘by the 
Civil Magistrates in keeping our peace, an in» preventing 
such unlawful proceedings.” A reward of five -huadred 
pounds and a pardon is then promised for the discovery of 
any person who may have+ committed such es. 
The second Proclamation, dated the 12th iustant. offers a 
like sura_to any one who shall discover, the person who, 
abont twelve o'clock an Monday last, fired a gna or pistol 
off near Ensign Jouw Steeusn Cowert, of the Coldstream 
Foot Guards (who was va duty in Old Palace Yard), while 
he was passing the passage near St. Margaret’s Church: 
the Ensign says he saw the flash, that his hat weut off, and 
that a bail had eos through it. | 
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DEATHS. 
On the 4th ult. at Oldham, Lancashire, Mr. Hensh: aw, | 
a hat manofactarer.. He has willed 20,0001, to John A 
es a hat manufacturer (no relation) ; 20,0001, tothe T 
of the Blind Hospital at Liverpool; 20,0001, for ii 
iug a charity school " the plan of Christ’s Hospit 
legacies to his relatlous and friends; in a, ab 


The trastees of the two charities are duary Tat 
will be entitled to many thousand oe more, as a A 


ual. to amount to 180,000I, 
pees celebrated masician, M, Rauzz 





iblishéd by Joan Huwr, at the Bx mise 
Ofer, ts, Ser ee Straad. Pie 
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